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Mubarak Addresses OAU Foreign Ministers 


NC2703 130995 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 0910 GMT 27 Mar 95 


[Speech by Egyptian President Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak at the opening of the 17th OAU Foreign 
Ministers Extraordinary Session in the International 
Conference Center in Madinat al-Nasr, Cairo—live] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In the name of God, the merciful 
and compassionate. Mr. Chairman, Mr. OAU Secretary 
General, Ministers, Brothers and Sisters, it pleases me to 
address you at the outset of this session dedicated to 
economic and social issues in the African continent. 
Welcome to the city of Cairo, which is honored by being 
chosen as the venue for this important session. 


The significance of this session is due not only to the 
importance of the topics on the agenda, but also to its 
timing. The world is experiencing enormous rudimental 
changes that are bound to leave their clear fingerprint on 
the history of mankind. We are an indivisible part of 
mankind; we interact with it. We must make a concrete 
contribution to mankind. 


With all the hopes and ambitions carried by the world 
order that emerged after the Cold War, there are enor- 
mous challenges and threats involving us and people 
everywhere, particularly in developing countries, which 
are eager to provide a better future for their people. 


In spite of the enormity of the threats and challenges 
facing the people of our glorious continent, I do not agree 
with those who look at the continent’s future with a 
mostly pessimistic and desperate outlook. True, our 
continent is going through a difficult economic phase, 
represented in the heavy burden of domestic and foreign 
debts, the drop in revenue from the export of raw 
material, as well as the heavy social burdens resulting 
from the implementation of economic reform programs 
in most African states, burdens that fall particularly on 
low-income groups. But I believe we have enough poten- 
tial and capability to achieve progress and security for 
our people. I am not talking here about natural resources 
alone; I am referring also to the continent’s rich human 
resources, which can establish the foundation for revival 
and development in this new age. 


We should not let pessimism and frustration spread 
among us. It should be objectively clear to our people 
that there are broad horizons for economic and social 
progress and that there is great scope for consolidating 
inter-African cooperation in the various fields, as long as 
our objectives are clearly defined and our determination 
is up to the required level. 


The first fact we must understand and absorb is that we 
will be unable to face this challenge as long as the 
destructive differences between our countries, and even 
between the sons of one country in many parts of the 
continent, remain. These differences are a source of pain 
and sorrow. Resorting to the use of arms and force to 
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resolve internal disputes has created tragic and difficult 
conditions, as demonstrated by the shedding of the 
blood of millions of Africans and the movement of 
hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced people 
across borders. 


All these things have impeded any real development for 
the peoples, and the effects have spread, expanded, and 
spilled over from the countries in which the conflicts are 
raging to neighboring countries. This makes it incum- 
bent on us to rally and unite our ranks to resolve these 
conflicts, the effects and destruction of which none of us 
can avoid or remain aloof from. 


Here emerges the great importance of the mechanism 
created by the OAU to prevent, manage, and resolve 
conflicts, a mechanism created when the African leaders 
adopted their decision at the Cairo summit of July 1993. 
While just under two years have passed since this mech- 
anism was created, it has already proved its effective- 
ness, suitability for application, and ability to deal 
effectively with some of the problems facing our conti- 
nent. This spurs us on to exert every effort to strengthen 
this newborn mechanism with every available means 
while always considering that there can be no progress or 
development without stability and peace. 


In parallel with the need to achieve this political and 
social stability and provide the climate of brotherhood 
and coexistence throughout the continent, it is also 
incumbent on us to devote ourselves with all our might 
to joint economic action that consolidates peace and 
achieves equitable progress the fruit of which can be 
reaped by all the peoples of the continent without 
exception. Thus the joint interest can be achieved when 
we proceed along the same road. 


If we want to succeed in discussing Africa’s economic 
and social development issues with the attention and 
seriousness they deserve, we ought then to review 
together what has been done about the establishment of 
the African economic bloc. 


We all signed the Abuja agreement that established this 
group in 199!. This agreement has taken effect already. 
But so far we have not taken the necessary measures to 
turn its promising texts into the concrete reality our 
masses feel in the various aspects of life. 


It is not meant here to take uncalculated or unplanned 
and hasty steps. What we mean is that we should realize 
that the world around us is heading swiftly toward 
setting up giant regional economic groupings. I, there- 
fore, invite you to consider the practical means to 
consolidate the Abuja agreement in our contemporary 
life and bring it into line with the broad hopes our people 
attach to it in their effort to achieve economic and social 


progress. 
Continental states have potential for cooperation in the 


field of investment and in facilitating the transfer of 
capital and manpower throughout Africa. No narrow 
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considerations should stand in the way of expanding the 
scope of this cooperation. On the contrary, we should 
encourage trade exchange to the full instead of limiting it 
to 5 percent of the total! Afiican trade, as it is now. 


I hope you will dedicate part of your time during this 
conference to consider the plans necessary to achieve 
that goal and the available alternatives leading to it. It 
should be clear to all of us that if we do not achieve 
effective economic integration among the African coun- 
tries, then the inevitable result will be the marginaliza- 
tion of our continent’s role in a worid that has no place 
for fragile, small economic entities or for divided forces 
moving in opposite directions. 


This leads us to think about the consequences of the 
establishment of the World Trade Organization, which is 
one of the factors that will undoubtedly contribute to 
building the new world order. We must realize that 
global economic integration and the subsequent liberal- 
izaticn of trade and uncontrolled market factors are 
bound to involve benefits for all people and bring about 
prosperity and affluence. 


We are aware that negative effects wi!! reflect on many 
developing states, primarily African states, both in the 
short and medium terms as a result of these new policies 
being applied to world trade. Therefore, it is our right, or 
rather our duty, to find ways to make up to our states for 
the harm that might be inflicted on them and the 
burdens they might have to shoulder during the early 
stages of this new organization and the policies it is 
expected to adopt. 


One of the most important topics your corference will 
discuss is the issue of African foreign debts, one of the 
main constraints on development. This problem has 
deteriorated beyond the capability of African states, 
both individually and collectively, particularly since 
these countries are being subjected to heavy pressure as 
a result of their application of economic structural 
reforms and the principles of free trade. 


All this makes the international community in general 
and the creditor countries in particular responsible for 
seriously endeavoring to reach a solution to this 
problem, which has become chronic, within the frame- 
work of new thinking that looks et Africa as a partner 
that car effectively and ably contribute to the develop- 
ment of the global economy in its new shape if the 
appropriate conditions are provided. 


it is not reasonable to let African debts exceed $300 
billion. This is a frightening figure, particularly if we 
consider the difficult economic conditions prevailing in 
ali the continent’s countries. While appreciating the 
initiatives taken to reduce the burden of these debts, the 
issue still requires more ideas and serious steps. 


We welcome the outcome of the International Confer- 
ence on Social Development, which concluded by rec- 
ommending adopting measures to substantially reduce 
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the debts of the least developed countries, especially the 
African ones, as soon as possible. This represents 43 
percent of Africa’s debts. 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, you undoubtedly agree with 
me that economic preoccupations should not make us 
ignore the social aspect of development, because these 
two factors are two sides of the same coin. No progress 
can be made in any one without the other. The fraternai 
African countries successfully participated in the Inter- 
national Conference on Population and Development 
held in Cairo in September 1994. Our countries iniro- 
duced important initiatives to the conference agenda, 
initiatives that came to represent a framework for inter- 
national action in this field for the next 20 years. 


All the African countries also effectively participated in 
the International Conference on Social Development. 
Though the Copenhagen summit agenda did not involve 
detailed plans that explain the steps for international 
cooperation to achieve social development and did not 
lay down a timetable for implementing its recommenda- 
tions, it still caused increased international interest in 
the problems of poverty, unemployment, and social 
disintegration. These problems primarily concern our 
African continent, particularly as we have succeeded in 
our effort to declare 1996 the start of the first UN 
Decade To Eliminate Poverty. Following this, we must 
exploit the climate created by these two important 
conferences to increase our cooperation and increase 
international backing for our activities. It goes without 
saying that our peoples’ basic needs cannot be fulfilled 
and their standards of living cannot be raised unless we 
make the issue of population and the relevant health 
aspects our top priority in our action on the national and 
continental levels, without ignoring the problems of 
children, youth, and women in any real and equally 
important economic or social development. The issue oi 
education for all is also as important as any of the other 
issues. 


Brothers and Sisters, we have a firm and unshakable 
belief that only its sons can solve Africa’s problems. 
While the international and regional conditions that 
prevailed in the past prevented the attainment of this 
objective or nearing it, some of the current changes in the 
world make the effort to achieve this objective a neces- 
sity and a duty for all of us so that we can occupy the 
position that is worthy of us and of our civilization on 
the new world map. 


Our continent is rich in the strength of its sons’ arnis, its 
scientists’ minds, and in the huge potential found in 
every African who yearns to compensate for long eras of 
oppression and deprivation. All we need do is draw 
inspiration from our natic is’ heritage, a heritage that has 
always been characterized by tolerance and moderation. 
We must instill these noble African values in the con- 
sciences of our new generations so that every African, 
regardless of his religious and ethnic affiliation, will feel 
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that he has a place in the sphere of economic and social 
progress and that a better future awaits him and his 
children. 


We must adopt the concept of comprehensive agricul- 
tural, industrial, and human development. This is the 
same concept that enabled many countries to make 
concrete progress in the past few decades. No one 
deserves to achieve this goal more than us. 


We hope your meeting today will produce a comprehen- 
sive strategy that includes practical, implementable rec- 
ommendations. ! understand that the clearer our goals 
and methods of achieving them become, the stronger will 
be our nations’ backing for this meeting’s resolutions and 
recommendations. 


Brothers, Sisters, let your meeting today be a clear sign to 
the whole worlc that Africa is determined to confront 
firmly all the aspects of its economic and social prob- 
lems. This will guarantee it an influential and active role 
in the new world order that is commensurate with its 
history and established civilizations. The challenge is 
big, the responsibility great. But the resolve is strong, 
admits to no impossibility, and does not surrender to 
Gespair. 


Our hope is to play the role that ensures survival, 
safeguards rights, and links the past with the present. 
Our guide is the example of the founding fathers who 
devoted their lives to the struggle for a united Africa that 
iS committed to maintaining its independent free will, 
that prociaims the truth to the world, and helps to build 
a fairer, more equal world. Our method is calm, collec- 
tive action that pools the resolve and resources of all, and 
throws out disputes and conflicts. Our policy is frank 
and sincere discussion, the fulfillment of word by deed, 
and confidence in our enlightened masses, the ones who 
stand to benefit from developmcnt and progress. 


At the conclus’on of my speech, 1 wish you success in 
your task. It pl_ases me to declare this OAU Ministerial 
Council session open, a session devoted to economic and 
social issues pertaining to African development. May 
God grant us all success. Peace and God's mercy and 
blessings be with you. [applause] 


OAU’s Salim Views Situation in Burundi, Somalia 


NC2803175395 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1650 GMT 28 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Cairo, 28 Mar (MENA)—The 
African Conflict Resolution Mechanism has decided to 
send a ministerial delegation made up of the foreign 
ministers of Tunisia, South Africa, and Mauritius to 
Burundi at the beginni.g of April to examine the situa- 
tion there. The delegation is to submit a report to the 
mechanism’s summit meeting to be held in Tunis on 20 
April, which will be preceded by a meeting at the foreign 
ministerial level on 18 April to prepare for the summit. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 3 


Speaking at a press conference at the end of the 17th 
extraordinary meeting of the African Ministezial 
Council, OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed Salim 
stated that the situation in Burundi ts verv complicated 
since the problem there is both political an.t cthnic, and 
the two cannot be separated. He expressed profound 
concern at the murders and r:iassacres being committed 
there against the people of Burundi, who hzve repeatedly 
expressed their desire to return normalcy to the country. 


Salim noted that the Conflict Resolution Mechanism 
met again this afternoon for four hours to discuss the 
situatioa in Somalia and prepare for the Tunis summit, 
but developments in Burundi ard the explosive situation 
there imposed themselves on the discussion. He added 
that the mechanisin had not decided to send OAU troops 
to Burundi since this matter requires high-level consu!- 
tations befure deciding on it. He pointed out that con- 
tacts are under way to find a solution for the explosive 
situation there and noted that the dispatch of troops 
alone will not solve the problem. wh:ch he described as 
too deep to resolve by just sending troops. He added that 
the OAV will continue :ts dialogue with the UN and the 
Security Council to coordinate ways for ending the 
deteriorating sttuation in Burundi. He held the interna- 
tional community and Africa responsibie for ending the 
troubles there. 


Salim explained that the Mechanism today listened to a 
report from the Ethiopian deputy foreign minister on the 
situation in Somalia. He pointed out that the Mechanism 
had urged the Somali leaders to begin a dialogue, end 
their differences, promote reconciliation, establish a 
provisional national council, and exert efforts to ensure 
security and stability in the vicinity of the port and the 
airport. He added: Peace is the responsibility of the 
Somalis, and we have to encourage them. 


Salim noted that the OAU will cortinue the dialogue 
with Ethiopian President Zenawi, who is assigned by the 
organization to hold contacts with the Somali lcaders to 
make a thorough assessment of the situation there and 
see what the Somali leaders must do to promote dialogue 
to end the Somali crisis. 


Concluding, Salem noted that the mechanism’s summit 
meeting in Tunis will focus on such important topics as 
the situation in Somalia, Burundi, Rwanda, and Liberia 
and ways to consolidate the OAU’s role. 


Urges Working With Local Leaders 


AB2903191195 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] While Hutu citizens of Bujum- 
bura and foreign missions are getting out of Burundi 
following the upsurge of ethnic violence between Hutus 
and Tutsis that has left hundreds dead, would-be peace 
brokers are jetting in. The United Nations, the French, 
the Belgians, the EU, and aid agencies are all trying to 
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find ways of ending the conflict that threatens to emulate 
the slaughter last year in neighboring Rwanda. Now, the 
OAU is making fresh appeals and proposals and sending 
a high-leve) delegation to Burundi. On the line to Addis 
Ababa, Mary Harper asked the OAU secretary general, 
Salim Ahmed Salim, if he thought that that would 
achieve anything. 


[Begin recording] [Salim] We have to try, and we will 
continue to try, and I believe there is still a reservoir of 
goodwill, and there is still a reservoir of leaders in 
Burundi who genuinely would want to avoid the Rwan- 
dization of their country. I believe there are leaders to be 
found within the government, there are leaders to be 
found within the opposition, and we have to work with 
the leaders. 


[Harper] But have you identified leaders and people that 
you trust in Burundi who you genuinely feel might be 
able to sort out the situation there? 


[Salim] Oh, absolutely. After all, we have been working 
in Burundi for some time now. I myself have been in 
Burundi several times, and we know of some of the 
leaders. | will not cite of course publicly who the leaders 
are, but we know them, and they can be found within the 
political divide, and we have to try and encourage them. 
We have to try and encourage the forces of moderation 
in the country and do what we can to isolate the forces of 
extremism in the country. 


[Harper] But would you say that either the president or 
the prime minister are among the people that you trust? 


[Salim] Well, certainly both the president and the prime 
minister have a pivotal role to play. I do not know the 
prime minister very much because he is a new appointee, 
but I know that he has been trying and he will try to do 
what he can. But I know the president very well, and I 
genuinely believe—having worked with the president for 
the last two years—that he is a man who really under- 
stands what is required in his country. He has been really 
a moderating factor in the [word indistinct] political 
society, but I think there is a need for both the president 
and the prime minister to work together. 


[Harper] It has been suggested that the only way to sort 
out the crisis in Burundi is to actually separate Hutus 
and Tutsis, put them in separate villages, completely 
separate them from each other to stop them killing each 
other. Do you back that idea? 


[Salim] No, I have never subscribed to the concept of 
ethnic cleansing whether it is in Burundi or elsewhere, 
and I am afraid that theory has some fallacious premises 
because if you look at the political scene in Burundi, you 
will also find that.... [pauses] For example, if you take the 
ruling party, Frodebu [Front for Democracy in Burundi], 
the party which was democratically elected in the last 
elections, you will find that there are Tutsis and Hutus. 
If you look at Uprona [National Unity and Progress 
Party] for example, the major historic opposition party 
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in the country, there are Tutsis and Hutus, and to 
imagine that the only solution in Burundi is the separa- 
tion of the two communities, I do not think that this is 
really a realistic solution. [end recordin] 


African Foreign Ministers Issue Final Document 


NC2803205295 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1750 GMT 28 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Cairo , 28 Mar (MENA)—The 
document endorsed by the African foreign ministers at 
the conclusion of their extraordinary meeting in Cairo 
today stresses the need to establish democratic rule, 
peace, and stability in the African countries as a condi- 
tion for preparing the suitable climate for economic 
development. The document released under the title 
“Reviving Economic and Social Development in Africa, 
the Cairo Working Program,” emphasizes the need to 
focus on food security projects in the African countries 
and building and promoting human resources and pro- 
tecting the environment. 


The document calls on the creditor nations to take action 
to resolve the problem of the African countries’ foreign 
debts because it hinders the development process and 
curtails these countries’ ability to achieve economic 


progress. 


The document released by the 17th extraordinary ses- 
sion of the OAU Ministerial Council noted in its prelude 
the changes that have occurred in the world since the 
early 1990's, particularly on the political, economic, and 
social levels, the trend to establish, consolidate, and 
broaden the economic cartels, conclusion of the Uruguay 
agreements, the establishment of the World Trade Orga- 
nization, and the continuous progress in the fields of 
data base and production technology. The document 
calls on the African countries to take new measure to 
become partners in the world economic order and to 
view development in a way that can be translated into 
feasible programs. 


The 22-page document points out the numerous devel- 
opment plans and strategies drawn up on the national, 
regional, and collective levels and mostly left unimple- 
mented. The document affirms the need to take effective 
measures within the framework of specific timetable to 
ensure satisfactory implementation and follow up of the 
resolutions passed to bring about development in the 
African countries. 


The document notes the plans and programs endorsed by 
the UN General Assembly and other international orga- 
nizations to provide further support to bolster develop- 
ment in Africa. It expresses regret because these 
achievements are unsatisfactory in view of the meager 
available foreign resources. It expresses concern over the 
continuing uncertainty of the social and economic situ- 
ations in Africa despite the intensive efforts that have 
been exerted to lay down strong foundation for develop- 
ment in Africa. It calls for drawing guidance in all efforts 
from the principle of collective self-reliance to achieve 
development. 
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The document asserts that Africa is capable of making 
up what it has failed to achieve in view of its huge 
manpower and natural resources, stressing that the 
development of Africa is primarily the responsibility of 
the African governments and peoples. It reviews the 
measures that the African countries must take to achieve 
economic development, noting that the most important 
factor is establishing democratic rule, peace, security, 
stability , and continuing development. It stresses that 
without democracy development and peace cannot be 
achieved. 


The document calls for the adoption of several measures 
to achieve this goal and formulation of a program to 
enhance national unity and a culture of tolerance among 
the various factions and peoples. Moreover, It calls for 
speeding up the establishment of sound rules character- 
ized by responsibility, integrity, and clarity. it also calls 
for taking the necessary measures to eliminate the root 
causes of the phenomena of refugees and displaced 
peoples in Africa and ensuring the utmost political and 
financial support for the OAU Conflict Manage ent 
Mechanism to prevent and settle disputes. 


Another measure that the document incorporates to 
achieve economic development in Africa is food secu- 
rity. The document calls for improving the agricultural 
performance to provide food supplies to raise the level of 
nu‘rition and feed the growing numbers of the popula- 
tion, particularly in the rural areas. It calls for increasing 
the attention to crops to ensure food surplus and a good 
management of the water resources and to protect them 
from pollution and to limit desertification. 


These measures also call for building and promoting 
human resources and making them a top priority within 
the framework of the economic and social policies of all 
countries. It calls for adjusting the educational and 
training systems, which are considered the basic factor 
for achieving economic development. It demands the 
abolishment of discrimination and the providing of 
opportunities for women and children to attain good 
health, education, work, and civil rights and to develop 
other basic services and utilities such as roads and water 
supplies. They call for promoting capabilities in the field 
of science and technology. The measures also stress the 
need to restructure the African economy in the field of 
industrialization, mineral resources, energy, transport, 
communications, tra’. and environment. 


To achieve economic development in Africa, the final 
document calls for mobilizing resources and using them 
effectively, creating an appropriate environment for 
mobilizing local resources, encouraging people to feel 
confident in the economies of the African countries, 
adopting legislation to consolidate the autonomous 
authority of central banks regarding monetary policies, 
adopting the necessary measures to increase the revenues 
of the public sector, reducing internal oorrowing, 
encouraging local investment, and strengthening capital 
markets. 
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The document calls for increasing the flow of invest- 
ments into the developing countries and attracting for- 
eign investments directly to Africa by adopting clear 
measures and rules on registering and protecting copy- 
rights, announcing incentives for investors, and carrying 
out a media campaign to throw light on the progress the 
countries make in the economic sphere. 


The documents calls for regional economic cooperation 
and integration, full adherence to the pledges made to 
the Continental and Regional Cooperation Establish- 
ment, and the implementation of its programs in a 
collective way. It also calls for strengthening the eco- 
nomic and regional groups and blocs of the African 
Economic Community which will be soon established. 
To achieve this goal, the document calls for speeding up 
the process of rationalizing the founding framework of 
economic integration on the regional level and for estab- 
lishing a firm financial base for the economic groups. It 
also calls for the sound coordination of the national 
economic policies, for the follow-up, implementation, 
and effective supervision of the continental decisions, 
for the early implementation of the Abuja treaty, and for 
the participation of the media in increasing enlighten- 
ment on the aims and requirements of economic inte- 
gration. 


The document calls for building regional production 
capabilities by accelerating the process of African inte- 
gration and implementing joint projects. The states and 
regional economic groupings will prepare lists of the 
joint projects and will urge the African Development 
Bank to play a key role in financing joint studies, 
programs, and projects. 


The documents calls for understanding, appreciating, 
and supporting Africa’s development efforts by not 
placing obstacles in the way of trade relations among 
nations, increasing the influx of resources into the 
African countries, fulfilling the pledges on establishing a 
fund for diversifying African commodities, and strength- 
ening the UN African Economic Committec to enable it 
to do its work in the best way possible. 


The documents calls for the application of transparency 
on the free world market without any conditions and 
non-customs barriers and for the adoption of preventive 
measures to remove the possible negative effects 
resulting from the diminishment of the special prefer- 
ence currently enjoyed by the African countries. 


The document recommends a reduction in African for- 
eign debts because they adversely affect the African 
economies in the long run. It affirms the need for 
coordinated measures on debts and their re-scheduling. 
It calls for an international pledge to reenergize Africa 
and reduce the debt burden so that it will not become an 
obstacle to investment. 


The document stresses the need to create a mechanism to 
follow-up and implement the recommendations. This 
responsibility rests on the member states. It calls on the 
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governments to take specific measures to agree on devel- 
opment objectives and how to achieve them. 


To achieve this, the document proposes that the Cairo 
action program be submitted to the various ministries in 
the governments of the African countries. The govern- 
ments must submit the action program to their parlia- 
ments for discussion. Various groups must organize 
national and regional training seminars on the Cairo 
action program. 


The document also proposes that the Cairo action pro- 
gram be submitted to the regional economic groups and 
their bodies in order to implement it. It asks the OAU 
secretary general to work with the executive secretary of 
the African Economic Committee and the chairman of 
the African Development Bank to oversee the imple- 
mentation of these resolutions and submit periodic 
reports to the council. 


The document affirms the need for the political will- 
power and determination of the member states to work 
effectively to deal with and resolve the economic and 
social problems facing the continent. It calls on the 
OAU’s heads of state and governments to pay attention 
to these problems. 


The document recommends that the OAU summit con- 
ference approve the formation of a permanent ministe- 
rial committee of the member states. The jurisdiction of 
the committee will be decided after full consultation 
with all member states. 


Musa Comments on Conflict Management 
Mechanism 


NC2803113595 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1050 GMT 28 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS ‘ranslated Text] Cairo, 28 Mar (MENA)}—The 
Mechanism for Resolving African Conflicts by Peaceful 
Means ended its meeting in Cairo this moming under 
the chairmanship of Foreign Minister "Amr Musa. The 
meeting was held on the sidelines of the extraordinary 
session of the African foreign ministers council, now 
being held in Cairo. 


Foreign Minister "Amr Musa said after the meeting that 
the conferees discussed the situation in Somalia, 
Burundi, and Liberia. He said the Ethiopian deputy 
foreign minister and representative of President Meles 
Zenawi presented a report on the results of the contacts 
held by Ethiopia on this matter. 


The foreign minister said there are some positive indi- 
cations concerning the situation in Somalia and negative 
ones on the situation in Burundi. He said that the 
situation in Liberia is complicated. 


Musa said that the OAU is required to send a mission to 
Burundi. He noted that the United Nations is also 
discussing the dispatch of a peacekeeping force to that 
country. 
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Sudanese Foreign Minister on South, Egypt 


NC2803121595 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1105 GMT 28 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Cairo, 28 Mar (MENA)— 
Foreign Minister "Amr Musa and Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Ali "Uthman met this morning on the sidelines 
of the extraordinary session of the African Foreign 
Ministers Council, which is now being held in Cairo. 


The Sudanese minister described the meeting as posi- 
tive, signalling a good beginning for addressing every 
issue and opening a new chapter in bilateral relations in 
the interest of Arab and Islamic causes. 


He said "Amr Musa promised to visit Khartoum, but 
postponed setting a date until later contacts. 


*Uthman said he and Musa discussed, with clarity and 
objectivity, issues of concern to the Arab nation and 
pending issues in Sudanese-Egyptian relations. 


Answering a question about the Sudanese Government's 
decision to cease fire in south Sudan, the Sudanese 
foreign minister said yesterday’s cease-fire decision was 
a sincere step and a new piece of evidence that the 
government is honest in its effort to reach a peaceful 
solution to the conflict in the south. He stressed that his 
country’s government will respect the decision and its 
measures. 


He noted that six months ago the Sudanese Government 
announced a cease-fire and observed it, but the rebel 
forces violated it. 


‘Uthman expressed the hope that the new cease-fire 
announcement would provide a chance for a serious 
dialogue that will lead to a final settlement in the south. 


He said the door to dialogue is open to solve this 
problem. 


He called on the rebels to make the most of the cease-fire 
so that it can be turned into a permanent arrangement. 


The Sudanese foreign minister said he held talks yes- 
terday with the foreign ministers concerned with the 
problem of the south, notably the Kenyan foreign min- 
ister, on how to activate the peace process in south 
Sudan. 


African Bank Governors Form Regional Bloc 


AB2803104095 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 27 Mar 95 
ps 


[Article by Robert Krassault: “Africans form a bloc 
against nonregionals”—first paragraph LA VOIE intro- 
duction] 


[FBIS Translated Text] While waiting for the annual 
general assembiy to be held in Abuja, Nigeria, this May, 
African governors of the African Development Bank, 
ADB, held a meeting on 20 March in Abidjan. They 
discussed the delay in the seventh general reconstitution 
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of the African Development Fund [ADF], among others, 
and the launching of the deliberations of the fifth general 
increase in the capital of the bank. 


According to an ADB press release, an 1|1-member 
committee of African regional governors met on 20 
March in Abidjan. The meeting centered on the seventh 
general reconstitution of the resources of the ADF and 
deliberations concerning the bank’s fifth general increase 
in capital. This meeting also helped throw light on the 
problems, or the disagreements, between regional and 
nonregional members of the ADB regarding certain 
provisions of the credit policies adopted by the board of 
governors. 


Despite the communique’s silence over certain issues 
such as the election of the new president of the bank, the 
20 March meeting was also meant to close the number of 
candidates for the presidency of the bank. 


On the other hand, the communique specifies that since 
the annual general assemblies held in Nairobi, Kenya, in 
1994, the bank’s operations have been impeded by some 
policies. The result is that the seventh general reconsti- 
tution of the resources of the ADF has not been con- 
cluded. The ADF allows for the funding of all the bank’s 
programs. According to reliable sources, the blockade is 
said to be due to these reasons: 


—The nonregional members do not want to reconstitute 
the ADF’s resources because they feel that the bank is 
badly managed and that the loans granted are of poor 
quality because of the many loans which are politically 
motivated or are linked to friendships. The nor- 
regional members are said to have found that proce- 
dures for the disbursement of loans are not sufficiently 
smooth. The ADB is also accused of not having a real 
loan recovery policy for loans already granted. All 
these technical reasons make it impossible to reconsti- 
tute the seventh ADF. 


—The other main reason for the blockade, which should 
not be glossed over, is that the ADB is the only 
multilateral bank in the world that nonregional mem- 
bers do not control. Therefore, without saying it 
openly to the Africans, nonregional members have 
undertaken never to reconstitute the seventh ADF 
until they take control of the bank. The African 
regional members, who do not want to be pushed 
around, have decided to form a bloc around President 
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Babacar Ndiaye who had already understood the 
stakes involved. He is reported to have hinted that 
Africa should not make the mistake of losing its 
current position at the bank by giving in to the 
pressures from the “whites.” While conceding that 
some African countries have gotten themselves 
involved in the schemes by “soliciting themselves” to 
some Western countries to obtain funds to finance the 
structural adjustments submitted on their countries, 
Africa should, for now, make a common front against 
the nonregionals, who are said to have done every- 
thing to suspend almost all the cooperation programs 
of the ADB. 


Whatever une case may be, the African Development 
Bank still remains a viable institution capable of funding 
its new projects through multilateral and bilateral coop- 
eration. Today the ADB is looking for funds, and only a 
common front can still save the regional members. 
Therefore, at their last meeting on 20 March, the gover- 
nors decided to check the resume: of all Western gover- 
nors regarding some manageinent issues of the ADB. 


In July 1994 the regional governors met in Abidjan to 
find solutions to these issues. The meeting was followed 
by that of the joint steering committee of the board of 
governors in October 1994 in Madrid in order to further 
debate on the issues. At the end of the Abidjan meeting, 
a committee comprising Botswana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Guinea, and Morocco was set up. It was charged 
with clarifying the regional members’ stance toward 
pending issues. A consultative meeting is scheduled for 
this in Washington, D.C. next April with the manage- 
ment of the ADB in attendance. A consensus must be 
reached before the annual assemblies of Abuja. 


The governors urgently want the bank’s management, in 
conjunction with their partners, to set out a timetable 
that «ilows for the concluding of the consultations. 
Furthermore, they demanded that progress should be 
accomplished in order to respect the timetable fixed at 
the Nairobi annual assembly concerning the launching of 
the preparations for the fifth general increase of the 
bank’s capital. 


But while waiting for the Abuja annual assembly in May 
1995, the ADB continues its reorganization. The mas- 
sive housecieaning exercise continues to carry with it 
great victims. However, the list of candidates for the 
presidency of the institution has not yet closed. 
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Burundi 


Nduwayo Laments ‘Vicious Circle’ of Violence 
BR2803152995 Brussels LE SOIR in French 28 Mar 95 
ps 


[Report on interview with Prime Minister Nduwayo by 
Colette Braeckmar; place and date not given: “SB.vsun- 
dian premier refuses state of emergency”] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Belgian Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation Minister Erik Derycke gave the order yes- 
terday evening to Belgian diplomatic representatives to 
the United Nations, the European Union, and the Orga- 
nization of African Unity, to immediately take new 
initiatives within these bodies in order to end the ethnic 
violence in Burundi. Also, Medecins Sans Frontieres has 
announced that an armed attack on the Majuri refugee 
camp left 12 dead and some 20 injured. [passage 
omitted] 


HCR [Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees] buses transported terrified groups of Burundians 
on Sunday, seeking to flee as far as possible. ““Give me a 
little time to manage this crisis... You will see, we will 
succeed in reassuring the people, in restoring calm.” 
New Prime Minister Nduwayo, who spoke to us on his 
returm from the university where he had been trying to 
calm the students, promising them an early resumption 
of courses, assured us that he is capable of regaining 
control of the situation. “We are faced with a vicious 
circle of provocation and retaliation, of attacks on the 
military by Hutu militiamen, and very violent reprisals 
by the soldiers, followed by the exodus which you have 
witnessed. This situation cannot continue and by the end 
of the week I will be announcing vigorous and coherent 
measures. I want Bujumbura to become a safe place, and 
to ban ‘all’ the militia from the city.” 


The prime minister rejects the idea of decreeing a state of 
emergency, however, as some are urging him to do, but is 
realistically limiting his ambitions to the capital for the 
time being. ““We must create peace in Bujumbura. In the 
rest of the country this will be more difficult because the 
guerril.as are . The 30,000 armed men of 
Leonard Nyangoma’s FDD [Forces for the Defense of 
Democracy] who have been joined by Rwandan fighters 
are now inside the national borders and Burundi with all 
its hills is an ideal terrain for guerrillas.” 


The prime minister, who took office after the Tutsi 
opposition succeeded in bringing the capital to a stand- 
still and obtaining the resignation of his predecessor 
Anatole Kanyenkiko, who was seen as too close to the 
majority Frodebu [Front for Democracy in Burundi] 
party, nevertheless hopes to keep to last September's 
government accord on power-sharing. Appointed fol- 
lowing a trial of strength, he wants to be seen as a man of 
reconciliation, acting alongside the head of state: “I want 
to prove that it is still possible to be sincere in this 
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country. The moderates are in the majority and they are 
the hostages of the extremists.” 


The government leader is determined to get to grips with 
two crucial problems: That of the displaced and scat- 
tered populations, hundreds of thousands of whom are 
dependent on international aid (which will soon be 
drying up through a lack of funds), and of bringing 
criminals io justice. “I intend to give land to displaced 
persons so that they can resettle there if they fear to 
return to the hills they came from. Everybody must get 
down to work again.” 


No Impunity 


The prime minister also intends to get the criminal 
courts working again so that “all the killers can be 
judged, and there are a great many of them. There must 
be no more impunity. The suspected military killers of 
President Ndadaye, held in Zaire and Uganda, must be 
brought to justice, together with all those who partici- 
pated in the killings of October 1993 and the sporadic 
violence since then. I do, however, make a difference 
between the acts of genocide of October and the indi- 
vidual violence which has followed.” 


Seeking to act within the law, the prime tninister intends 
to “enlist the support of the military in order to execute 
very stringent measures,” but totally rules out any idea 
of the Army seizing power. He also rejects the idea of 
foreign intervention which, he says, “would cause all the 
Tutsis, civilians included, to take up arms.” [passage 
omitted] 


Proposes Plan To Prevent War 


AB2903 165595 Paris AFP in English 1627 GMT 29 
Mar 95 


[By Serge Arnold] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 29 Mar (AFP)— 
Burundi’s prime minister on Wednesday [29 March] 
unveiled a diplomatic and military plan aimed at pulling 
his tiny central African nation back from the brink of 
civil war. The international community meanwhile took 
steps to prevent a repeat of last year’s massacres in 
neighbouring Rwanda, which has the same ethnic mix— 
85 percent Hutu and 14 percent Tutsi—that lies behind 
the recent fighting in Durundi. 


The prime minister, Antoine Nduwayo, a Tutsi, pre- 
sented his project to President Sylvestre Ntibantunga- 
nya, a Hutu, following 10 days of fighting between the 
two tribes which left up to 500 dead in the capital and 
sent tens of thousands of Hutus fleeing toward neigh- 
bouring Zaire. Expatriates were continuing to fly out of 
Burundi Wednesday amid fears that the country would 
go the way of neighbouring Rwanda, where more than 
half a million Tutsis and moderate Hutus died in a 
genocidal bloodbath last year. 
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Nduwayo told a press conference however that “there 
has not been and will not be any genocide in Burundi”. 
The capital was calm, but relief agencies and Burundi 
radio said inter-ethnic clashes were continuing in several 
regions in the north and south. Fresh produce was 
beginning to run short in Bujumbura with farmers 
avoiding coming into the market. 


Belgium meanwhile announced it had sent 10 elite 
paratroopers to guard its embassy in Burundi, where 
some 900 Belgians are normally resident. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Belgium, the former colonial 
power, did not envisage either military intervention or 
the full-scale evacuation of its nationals. But Defence 
Minister Karel Pinxten said another 30 elite troops 
would be sent to the nearby Central African Republic in 
readiness for an eventual evacuation. 


In New York, UN officials and diplomats said the big 
powers were not prepared to send soldiers in and added 
that Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali was pro- 
posing a resolution allowing the eventual use of force. 
However, the Security Council was expected to agree on 
a declaration envisaging international action, but no 
troops, they said. 


Nduwayo, in power less than a month, proposed “an 
operation to disarm and dismantle terrorist gangs with 
greater firmness and determination than was used in the 
past.” “Terrorist gangs” is generally used here to depict 
armed Hutu extremists, with their Tutsi counterparts 
being referred to as “militias.” 


The prime minister also suggested the launching next 
week of a public information campaign under which all 
politicians would urge a return to peace. He pointed out 
that Rwandan Hutu refugees in camps in neighbouring 
Zaire and Tanzania included members of Rwanda’s 
defeated Hutu Army and Interahamwe militias respon- 
sible for last year’s genocide in Rwanda’s civil war. He 
said they represented a destatilising influence on 
Burundi, accusing them c‘ armed incursions into his 
country. 


“The government will undertake active diplomacy with 
neighbouring countries with the aim of finding a general 
solution to the refugee problem,” he said. Nduwayo also 
called on the people to cooperate with the security forces 
and the government to denounce and track down the 
“terrorists.” And he announced training programmes for 
young Burundians “to combat laziness and idleness, 
mothers of all the vices, and thus allow our young people 
to develop positive values beaten down now by the 
degeneration of our society and culture.” 


The prime minister urged international donors to con- 
tinue their assistance to internally displaced Burundians 
and returning refugees for at least a year and maintained 
that “reasons for hope are real.” He denounced 
unnamed politicians for trying to spread unrest and 
Siaadering the Tutsi-dominated Army, which he claimed 
had “done remarkable work in protecting citizens 
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without making any exceptions.” That was a counter to 
charges that the Army had slaughtered Hutus and forced 
them out of entire neighbourhoods of Bujumbura during 
the recent clashes. 


Nduwayo acknowledged there were “black sheep” 
among the soldiers who had misbehaved, but said they 
would have to answer to military and civilian law. 


The Organisation of African Unity meanwhile decided 
to send a ministerial fact-finding mission to Bujumbura 
early next month to “assess the situation and see what 
more could be done to stop the xilling.” 


French Cooperation Minister Bernard Debre continued 
negotiations Wednesday with Burundi’s fragile coalition 
government. He said agreement among Burundi’s 
leaders to ease the situation would be compensated by 
“huge efforts” by the international community to 
develop the country. Ntibantunganya warned recently 
that for several months Burundi has been “sliding into 
Hell.” 


The Army mounted a failed coup on October 21, 1993, 
when soldiers assassinated Burundi’s first Hui: »resi- 
dent, Melchior Ndadaye, who had won multi-p.<: : 
tions the previous June. Inter-ethnic fiziiing «at 
folicwed resulted in some 50,000 deaths. 


Further on Plans 


LD2903200195 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Burundian prime mir- 
ister does not believe in fate. At a news conference this 
afternoon in Bujumbura, Antoine Nduwayo strcssed 
there is no, and there will not be any, genocide in his 
country. 


To convince his interlocutors, the prime minister, who 
belongs to the ~ utsi opposition, detailed the action plan 
which he has presented to President Ntibantunganya. 
Among the actions he announced, there are operations to 
dismantle armed groups, and generally, actions to be 
carried out in the field. Antoine Nduwayo: 


[Begin Nduwayo recording] We would like to focus our 
efforts on the field. As I said today when I presented the 
government's action plan, we will be present in the field 
in two ways. First, we will ask the political parties to be 
more involved, so that the groups which claim to act on 
behalf of either side feel that they are not supported. 
Second, we will get closer to the population. I have 
prepared a pacification campaign. I hope that the 
national and international press help us and make more 
effort than the effort made to announce the catastrophe. 
[end recording) 


The prime minister spoke about the role of the Army, 
which has been accused of intervening to murder the 
Hutus of Bujumbura. Antoine Nduwayo admitted that 
exactions are perhaps committed, but he said the Army 
is loyal to the authorities: 
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{Begin Nduwayo recording] I can tell you that the Army 
is a loyal army and it has proved it. When some 
adventurous clements aitempted their coup, the high 
command said no. Since October 1994, I think 15— 
avout half a dozen in fact—coups d’etat have been 
announced. This is false of course. One should be aware, 
because there are some Burundian nationals travelling 
around who are spreading false info:mation in order to 
pitch international opinion against this army. 


For what purpose should the government be protected 
against the army? A coup? The armv has proved that it 
has no intention of doing so. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


Criticizes ‘Genocide’ Comments 


EA3003134795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Rurundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The prime minister, Antoine 
Nduwayo, held a press conference yesterday for local 
and foreign journalists mainly on the security issue in 
Burundi. He criticized the high-ranking officials who 
announced on foreign radio stations that genocide had 
started in Burundi, [word indistinct] that they give the 
wrong image of Burundi and should stop. 


Answering a question related to intervention of foreign 
forces in Burundi, Prime Minister Nduwayo said it’s 
useless. Kurundians have to resolve their own problems 
otherwise foreign troops won’t prevent them from dying 
if killings erupt. He gave the example of the Rwandan 
killings where foreign troops left the country letting 
peuple be killed. 


About an appeal made by Mr. Leonard Nyangoma on a 
foreign Nairobi station to people telling them to leave 
Bujumbura capital, Mr. Nduwayo said he is deceiving 
them. He has in fact been sending young people to go to 
fight. but he stays abroad and they die. He keeps on 
praising the dead and doesn’t suffer while innocent 
victims cf the attacks are in permanent exile. The prime 
minister said people should therefore stop listening to 
Mr. Nyangoma. Besides a number of people have been 
leaving Bujumbura capital without any reason because 
those who teil them to do so want to show to the foreign 
media that they are saying [words indistinct] there has 
been genocide. Other such leaving people are maybe 
afraid of armed gangs who are hiding among them and 
fear that they would be victims at the moment of clashes. 
They (the inhabitants who are fleeing] don’t denounce 
them (the armed gangs] for they would be killed and be 
buried secretly. 


On the other hand, the prime minister said he has talked 
about Nyangoma’s [word indistinct] with rulers of the 
Frodebu [Front for Democracy in Burundi] party, of 
which he is a senior member. He said he is no longer one 
of them, but indicated that they need the party’s congress 
to decide about dismissitig him. But Mr. Nduwayo said 
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he has appealed to them to tell the people that 
Nyangoma is the enemy of the nation for some Frodebu 
members don’t know it. 


Over 30 Killed in Armed Attacks 28 Mar 


EA2903195395 Bujumbura AGENCE BURUNDAISE 
DE PRESSE in French 1625 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 29 Mar (ABP)— 
More than 30 people were killed and tens injured in 
armed attacks, an ambush, and fighting yesterday in 
three areas of Burundi, ABP local correspondents 
reported. The three areas are Ngozi in the north, Cibi- 
toke in the north, and Gitega in the center of the country. 


In Ngozi, an attack by unidentified people on the refugee 
camps last night left 10 dead and many injured. The 
following day, Hutu assailants attacked Ngozi Prison to 
free prisoners. Two of the attackers were killed on spot. 
Three prisoners tried to flee, but one of them was killed, 
and another was recaptured by the people. 


In Marangara, in the north, Hutu armed gangs attacked 
a displaced persons’ center killing i4 Tutsis and injuring 
many. In Cibitoke. an Army truck was ambushed by 
armed gangs in Rugombo Coinmune—1!15 km north of 
the center of town—killing two soldiers and injuring 
five. Fighting occurred among students of the two ethnic 
groups at Gitega Medical School yesterday. The toll was 
seven dead. Their ethnic origin is not yet known. 


It is worth noting that Germans, Americans, and Spanish 
will be repatriated after French and Belgian women and 
children. 


Unrest Turns Bujumbura Into ‘Tutsi-ville’ 


BR2803153195 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 28 Mar 95 p 7 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] On Monday [27 March] a 
tense calm had returned to the Burundian capital of 
Bujumbura. Apparently the exodus of thousands of 
Hutus, who had fled in!and or (most oiten) to Zaire last 
weekend, had come to a halt. 


Opinions differ as to the number of people who fled but 
there were at least a few tens of thousands of refugees. 
For the time being Belgium is not contemplating the 
evacuation of the 900 or so compatriots still staying in 
Burundi. 


Belgium did send 10 additional gendarmes to Bujum- 
bura in order to step up the embassy’s surveillance. 
[passage omitted] 


A Belgian we had on the phone on Monday observed that 
there was “no unusual animosity” among our compa- 
triots. He did confirm, however, that many of them are 
thinking of spending the Easter holidays outside 
Burundi, as suggested by the Beigian government. 
“People are anxiously awaiting the first anniversary of 
the downing of the airplane with the Rwandan and 
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Burundian presidents on 6 April. This might turn out to 
he a tense day here in Burundi,” our spokesman said. He 
added that many Belgians are taking the Belgian govern- 
ment’s advice seriously. Some women and children have 
already left: “‘The latest disorders were the last drop 
which made the cup run over.” Our spokesman made it 
no secret that the departure of some people for the Easter 
holidays might (will) herald their final departure from 
Burundi. 


He claims that there is a growing demoralization among 
Belgians. They regretfully witness how the country, to 
which they often devoted much of their energy, is being 
torn apart. 


The exodus of tens of thousands of Hutus from the 
districts around the capital disrupts the economic situa- 
tion. In many factories workers fail to show up so that 
production must be reduced or even stopped altogether. 
The whites’ domestic staff also fails to appear. It is often 
not known whether the employee is on the run or 
whether he has been killed in ethnic violence. 


The latest outburst of violence led to an ethnic cleansing 
in the capital of Bujumbura. The districts of Bwinza and 
Buyenzi, mostly inhabited by Hutus, looked aimost 
deserted. Many people also fled from the northern dis- 
iricts of Kamenge and Kinama. “The Hutus have disap- 
peared from the streets,” a Belgian stated in Bujumbura. 
He referred cynically to “Tutsi-ville”’. 


Belgium’s Derycke Urges Internal Solutions 


BR2803135995 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 27 
Mar 95 p 2 


[Interview with Belgian Foreign Minister Erik Derycke, 
signed “GVL”; place and date not given: “The Burun- 
dians must simply do it themselves now”—first two 
paragraphs are DE MORGEN introduction] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Belgium is doing everything 
possible to prevent a bloodbath in Burundi. But the 
Burundian Government will have to ensure itself that 
the Army becomes a neutral factor, according to Erik 
Derycke. 


It is just bad luck, scarcely a week after taking over as 
foreign minister, to be confronted with a potential blood- 
bath in Belgium’s last possession abroad. Luckily, in his 
capacity as state secretary for cooperation development, 
Derycke gained enough experience in Central Africa to 
not be completely surprised by the developments. This 
week Derycke canceled a planned visit to Asia because of 
the crisis in Burundi. 


[DE MORGEN] Many Belgians in Burundi are furious 
about the weak reaction by the embassy to the murder of 
the three Belgians and the absence of an evacuation. 


[Derycke] Ambassador Marc van Craen is an excellent 
ambassador who is doing everything possible to keep the 
situation on the rails, including in political terms. We are 
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following the situation hour by hour. But the signals we 
are receiving from our aid workers and other Belgians in 
Burundi are rather contradictory. Therefore, we have 
decided to follow an “orange warning light strategy”: 
The wives and children of aid workers are being advised 
to spend the Easter holidays outside Burundi. Of course 
we only have a hold over our aid workers, but we have 
also advised the other Belgians in Burundi to stick 
strictly by the safety regulations and to send away 
women and children. 


For the time being we are not considering a general 
evacuation of Belgian nationals. That does not mean that 
we do not view the situation as serious. But with the 
exception of the murder of the three Belgians last week, 
there is no evidence of aggression against Belgians in 
particular. We fee! that an international presence is still 
very important for Burundi. In this we are also on the 
same wavelength with the United States and France. 


[DE MORGEN] Diplomats have said over and over 
again that Burundi inust not become a second Rwanda, 
but until further notice that seems to be making little 
impression. Ai the very time of the visit by the European 
Union (EU) troika, there were 150 dead and 56,000 
people fled. In the future will people be able to say that 
everything possible was done? 


[Derycke] Belgium has done everything to support the 
parliameni, president. and government. We are working 
in this direction and we have been able to get the EU 
involved in doing so. Also at the United Nations level, 
we have ensured that Burundi was continually placed on 
the agenda. But of course the other countries must be 
willing as well. The international community certainly 
bears part of the responsibility. But the problem is that 
we have come extremely close to political interference. 
There are four pvints which we want to push through, 
together with the other countries: continuing interna- 
tional attention for what is happening in Burundi, 
granting support to the democratic center ground, con- 
tinuing to help in the field of development cooperation, 
and of course, paying attention to the safety of our own 


people. 


[DE MORGEN] Are you optimistic about the situation 
in Burundi? 


{[Derycke}] I am realistic-pragmatic, which is the only 
possible attitude with regard to African politics. I talked 
to the Burundian defense minister in Bujumbura 
recently, and I think that in the coming months we will 
have to analyze carefully in what sense the Army is a 
protecting factor for the democratic institutions. Up to 
now the Army has taken a fairly neutral position. It is the 
government’s task to oblige the Army to continue to play 
that role. 


{DE MORGEN] The Tutsi army was responsible for the 
1993 coup and for most of the bloodbaths in the past. In 
past days the Army is reported to have again opened fire 
on the Hutu population. Belgium wants to support that 
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army. Is this not helping an army which will nevertheless 
choose for its own ethnic group at the crucial moment? 


[Derycke] No one is supporting the Burundian Army per 
se. We are supporting them in their democratic reflex. 
We must try to reach agreement with that Army, to 
create equilibrium. The observers which the EU is 
willing to pay for could play a crucial role in this respect. 


[DE MORGEN] After the coup France sent soldiers to 
protect the democratic government. Belgium, which 
after all has forced the Burundians to democratize, did 
not. Did we not drop the people who stuck out their 
neck? 


[Derycke] Sending soldiers is not up for discussion. | 
myself am in favor of strengthening the OAU role, for 
order to be maintained by the Africans themselves. I 
think we have looked at African politics for far too long 
via neo-colonial glasses. 


And Belgium has stuck its neck out constantly by con- 
tinuing to support Burundi in exceptionally difficult 
conditions. We are one of the few countries which still 
has a heart for Africa, along with the Netherlands, 
France, and Germany. But it should not be forgotten that 
Burundi has an elected parliament, president, and gov- 
ernment. In the first place it is they who must defend the 
democratic gains. This time let the Burundians do it 
themselves for once. 


Belgian Community ‘Outraged’ at Embassy 
BR2803140295 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 25-26 
Mar 95 p 13 


[Report signed “GVL”: “Belgians in Burundi want to be 
evacuated” 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Spain and Italy have advised 
their citizens in Burundi to leave the country. The 
French Development Cooperation Ministry has offered 
to pay the travel costs of the wives and children of aid 
workers. There are still no plans to evacuate the around 
900 Belgian inhabitants, although many Belgians in 
Burundi are ready and waiting to go. 


The situation in Bujumbura was very explosive yes- 
terday. There was gunfire in various areas of the city 
throughout the afternoon. Yesterday evening the head- 
quarters of the Hutu Frodebu [Front for Democracy in 
Burundi] party in Bwiza was burned down by Tutsi 
extremists. Belgian and French inhabitants believe that 
the risk of a total collapse has never been so great. 


““My son has come to my home with his wife and 
children because they felt they would be safer here,” says 
one Belgian woman who has lived in Bujumbura for 19 
years. “We are really sitting here waiting for the order to 
evacuate. We fear for our lives. But all we hear from the 
embassy is that we should be very careful and respect the 
evening curfew. As if we had not been doing exactly that 
for months.” 
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There is resentment among the Belgians. Many were 
outraged at the weak reaction by the embassy to the 
murder of three Belgians on Sunday evening. The 
embassy simply stated that the Belgians were not the 
target of the attack, when it is now clear that Etienne 
Waltzing, Corinne Salle, and her daughter were horribly 
slaughtered and were not shot accidentally but from 
close range. 


One young Belgian, born and raised in Burundi, said that 
evacuation could not come too soon. “‘People who wit- 
nessed the 1972 massacres (when an estimated 200,000 
people were killed—editor’s note) have now changed 
their minds and want to get out as quickly as possible. 
The danger that more whites will be killed is very real. It 
is not like in Rwanda, when it was orchestrated. This is 
blind violence and anything can happen.” He has already 
moved twice in recent weeks because the fighting was 
close by, and was attacked twice yesterday. 


Since the death of the Belgians it has not been quiet for 
a single day. A new element is that the Army is now also 
involved in the fighting. It was also unclear to the 
embassy exactly what role the military play. Unlike 
during previous conflicts, there is no clear political 
motive. The fighting seems to be the indirect conse- 
quence of the attack on the Belgians. [passage omitted] 


UN Envoy Outraged at UNHCR Over Refugees 
BR2903144195 Brussels LE SOIR in French 29 Mar 95 
p6 


[Report by Marie-France Cros: “An action plan is to be 
implemented”)} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] 


Protect 


On Monday the National Security Council, the 
““supreme executive body,” had asked the government to 
“take steps to quickiy repatriate’” Hutu and Zairian 
populations who fled to Zaire and had called on the 
security forces to “protect returning persons and their 
property.” Finally, the council had expressed the wish to 
see established in the various districts of the city 
‘administrations of people committed to the cause of 
peace charged with supervising and controlling the pop- 
ulation.” [passage omitted] 


Panic 


The representative in Burundi of the UN secretary 
general, the Mauritian Hamidou Ould Abdallah, told LA 
LIBRE BELGIQUE that “Prime Minister Nduwayo told 
me that he would be submitting an action plan on 
Wednesday morning, covering security in the towns, in 
schools, at the borders, and in the camps for refugees and 
displaced persons”’ scattered around the country. 


Mr. Ould Abdallah also told of his outrage on Saturday 
and Sunday at the Zairian border when he saw the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
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inform fleeing persons “that there were 50,000 available 
places in Kinshasa. People clearly took that as an invi- 
tation to leave Burundi. It is disgraceful!” The special 
envoy of Butrus Butrus-Ghali attributed this blunder to 
the atmosphere of panic created by recent events. 


He believes that “‘it is not the beginning of a genocide,” 
as Burundian President Ntibantunganya described it on 
VTM [Flemish Television Company] television network 
a few days ago. “The word ‘genocide’ is being used 
wrongly here. But you must understand that the presi- 
dent is under pressure. There are at least 100 journalists 
here and there are even special flights from Nairobi. If 
the president spoke of genocide, then the opposition 
should be tolerant. Everybody should be more tolerant 
here.” [passage omitted] 


Equatorial Guinea 


DPRK Team, Other Delegations Hail Congress 


AB2703183095 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 27 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Delegations of the DPRK Com- 
munist Party, the Movement for the Peaceful Struggle of 
Peopies and Tribes [Movimiento de Lucha para Paz de 
los Pueblos y las Tribus], and of the Orthodox Church of 
[word indistinct], returned to their respective countries 
yesterday. They were in the country to attend the delib- 
erations of the second regular national congress of the 
ruling Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea [PDGE] 
held in Bata. 


Speaking to correspondents, the members of the delega- 
tions described the behavior of the PDGE activists as 
exemplary, especially the organizational ability they 
demonstrated in holding the just-ended congress. They 
also pointed out that during their visit to our country, 
they noted that the Equatorial Guinean people support 
the political orientation of President Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, the head of state and PDGE founding 
chairman. For his part, the head of the DPRK Commu- 
nist Party delegation stated: We noticed through the 
congress that the ruling party is capable of meeting all 
the people’s requirements. 


Zaire 


Stalemate, Slow Election Progress Noted 


AB2903121095 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program, hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarret] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An interesting political sce- 
nario is unfolding in Zaire. Both supporters of President 
Mobutu Sese Seko and his opponents have found them- 
selves united in the disdain for the man who has been 
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mediating between them. Archbishop Laurent Mon- 
sengwo doesn’t want to relinquish his role as mediator in 
Zaire’s political crisis. It is a role he has played for the 
past five years as chairman of the High Council of the 
Republic. That is the body that was sct up in 1991 to 
steer Zaire from the grips of one-party rile to multiparty 
democracy. So, why has everyone iurned against the 
archbishop. This is what chairman of the opposition 
Union for Democracy and Social Progress Party 
[UDPS], Frederic Tsibasa Malimba, had to say: 


[Begin recording] [Malimba in French fading into 
English translation] It is the entire people, not only the 
UDPS that believe that its top-ranking churchman has 
betrayed the faith we put in him. Instead of being on the 
people’s side, Monsignor Monsengwo chose to be on the 
dictatorship’s side by [word indistinct] for the so-called 
third way aimed at violating the Constitution and cre- 
ating conflicts between politicians so he could be seen as 
a mediator. 


[Jarret] So your opposition UDPS thinks he is siding 
with their enemies. What about the supporters of Presi- 
dent Mobutu? Why do they want the archbishop out? 
That’s the question I put to David Bamford, the BBC 
West Africa correspondent, who is in the Zairian capital, 
Kinshasa. 


[Bamford] Basically, they say he’s overstayed his wel- 
come. He began as the chairman of the national confer- 
ence and Archbishop Monsengwo himself said he would 
only stay for that period, but he’s since become head of 
the Transitional Parliament also. But what Archbishop 
Monsengwo is saying is that he has been building from 
the center. He is working to stabilize Zairian politics and 
it’s only the extremists that want him out and that is why 
he is insisting that he will stay. 


[Jarret] And is it not likely that he will be able to stay on 
for much longer? 


[Bamford] He is convinced that he will be able to stay, 
but the problem is that with the Mobutu supporters and 
Mr. Tshisekedi supporters moving against him it is 
difficult to know or to believe that that will be possible 
and they seem to be prepared to move against him this 
coming weekend when demonstrations are going to be 
held both by Mobutu supporters and Tshisekedi sup- 
porters. 


[Jarret] So what exactly is the current status of the High 
Council of the Republic in the present political scheme 
in Zaire? 


[Bamford] Well indeed, I think this is part of the 
archbishop’s problems in that the high council is going 
absolutely nowhere. Debates are continuing about the 
future of Zaire and he himself has admitted that in the 
last six months there has been no progress to speak of at 
all. Meanwhile, the government in the hands of Prime 
Minister Kengo has been getting on with getting the 
economic under control and so on but the politics has 
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been getting nowhere and, during all this time, 
Tshisekedi’s supporters and Mobutu supporters who are 
members of the high council have been earning a good 
salary working as MP’s in the Transitional Parliament. 
So there’s been little incentive from those MP’s to move 
things forward and consequently, very little has hap- 
pened. 


[Jarret] Are there any moves at the moment to break the 
impasse between the opposition led by Etienne 
Tshisekedi and the government of President Mobutu 
Sese Seko? 


[Bamford] There are reports, and these have not been 
confirmed, that there are talks going on behind the 
scenes between the supporters of the two extremes. 
Basically, President Mobutu wants to move the process 
forward in a way that elections would take place in which 
he will be elected. I don’t think he is a man who wants to 
take any risks on that score and he knows that for 
international legitimacy, Mr. Tshisekedi’s group must 
take part in those elections and it is on that basis that it 
is understood that these secret talks have been taking 
place. So meanwhile, the people in the center have not 
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been part of this process and it’s not really clear what's 
going on or where this will lead? 


[Jarret] The job of organizing the election or the task of 
organizing the elections was given to the prime minister, 
Kengo wa Dondo. How is he coping with that task? Can 
he have elections on time? 


[Bamford] Kengo wa Dondo has been basically con- 
cerned with one thing since he came into power, that is, 
stabilizing the economy. That’s been his main focus of 
concentration. I don’t think he’s had much time to 
bother with plans for elections or anything like that and 
the view of Western observers here—people from the 
International Monetary Fund, from the American 
Embassy, and so on—is that he’s been doing a good job. 
He’s brought the inflation under control and things are 
moving in his direction. I think elections have been 
somewhat an after-thought and everybody seems to 
concede now—be he from Mr. Tshisekedi’s side or the 
supporters of Mr. Mobutu—that elections by the time 
the transition is due to end—that is, July, are not 
conceivable. [end recording] 
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Eritrea 


Nine Italians Seized Along Ethiopian Border 


AB3003 103595 Paris AFP in English 1018 GMT 30 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Addis Ababa, March 30 
(AFP)}—Nine Italian tourists have been abducted near 
the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea, apparently by 
Afar separatists, the Italian Embassy here said Thursday 
[30 March]. 


The embassy said the kidnappers had sent a message to 
the village from where the tourists had set out, saying the 
nine had been seized on Friday and were being held 
Captive, but giving no other details. 


The diplomats said the authorities in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea were working on the case. 


Eritrean government officials contacted in Asmara by 
phone, told the Italian news agency ANSA that they had 
set up a “council of elders” among the Afars living along 
the border to try to make contact with the kidnappers. 
But so far nothing has been heard from them. 


The Afars have launched a rebellion against the Ethio- 
pian government to call for the creation of a separate 
Afar state on territory which straddles Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 


The nine tourists arrived three weeks ago in Eritrea, a 
former Italian possession, and had hired camels at the 
Eritrean town of Badda intending to cross the Dankali 
desert into the Dallul region of Ethiopia, the Eritrean 
government officials told ANSA. 


They said the tourists had ignored advice from local 
people in Badda not to venture into the border territory. 
According to the Eritreans, the tourists were abducted 35 
kilometres (20 miles) inside Ethiopian territory. 


A tenth Italian who had prefered to stay in Badda raised 
the alarm on Monday when the group failed to return. 


Eritrean sources blamed Afar rebels for the abduction 
though Italy’s diplomatic envoy in Asmara discounted a 
political motive and said the kidnappers were expected 
to demand a ransom to release the nine. 


Somalia 


Opposition Reports Heavy Fighting in Somaliland 


AB2903 134595 Paris AFP in English 1305 GMT 29 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, March 29 (AFP)— 
Heavy fighting has erupted in Somaliland between forces 
loyal to the breakaway Republic’s leader Mohamed 
Ibrahim Egal and opposition militia in the region’s 
second largest city of Buro, the opposition group’s 
spokesman Mohamed Ismail said here Wednesday [29 
March]. 
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Tanks, heavy artillery and rocket propelled grenades 
were used during the battles, which left 12 people dead 
and a large number of wounded on both sides, he said. 


Ismail said the fighting, which lasted several days, inten- 
sified when forces loyal to Egal’s Habar Awal sub-clan of 
the Issak attacked a militia stronghold of his main 
opposition rival, the Gar Hajis sub-clan, at El-Hume, 20 
kilometres (12 miles) west of Buro. 


Egal militia, claiming to be the national defence force, 
said they had captured two opposition posts, killing and 
wounding many of the fighters, destroying three techni- 
cals (armed pick-up trucks) and confiscating artillery 
guns and assorted ammunition. 


Ismail dismissed that claim, saying “the terrorist attack” 
against the stability of Somalia’s northern region was 
repelled with great loss to the attackers, who had aban- 
doned their military hardware. 


Egal, currently in the “capital,” Hargeysa, earlier said his 
government had launched an eradication campaign 
against what he called anti-Somaliland government ele- 
ments. He accused Somali warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidid and some foreign governments of illegally inter- 
vening in Somaliland’s internal affairs. 


Warring issak sub-clans mainly support the indepen- 
dence of Somaliland, which broke away from Somalia in 
May 1991, but the non-Issak sub-clans of the Dibahanti, 
Gadabursi, Warsangeli and Issa are in favour of the 
unity of Somalia. 


No foreign government has recognised the independence 
of Somaliland, a former British colony which joined with 
a former Italian colony to form inmdependent Somalia 
in 1960. 


Somalia has been without a government since the over- 
throw of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. 


Egal Comments on Burao Clashes 


AB2903195695 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program, hosted by Chris 
Bickerton] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Bickerton] It appears that 
fighting has broken out in earnest between government 
forces in breakaway Somaliland and militias of the 
Gahargi group, loyal to ousted Somaliland leader 
Abdirahman Tur. Since he was deposed and replaced by 
Mohamed Egal, Abdirahman Tur has been in Mogadishu 
trying to strike up an alliance with General Aidid’s SNA 
[Somali National Alliance]. Well, last week, the Gahargis 
declared war on Mohamed Egal. Speculation was that 
the flashpoint would be the town of Burao, east of the 
capital, Hargeysa, and so it would seem. Our Somaliland 
reporter, Hussein Ali Noor, sent us this fax: 
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The long-fared war between the Somaliland Government 
and the militia opposed to it began with great vigor in the 
early hours of yesterday morning in the city of Burao. A 
Defense Ministry statement released in Hargeysa yes- 
terday evening said that a strong militia force supported 
by tanks and gun-mounted vehicles launched an offen- 
sive against the government’s Army garrison. According 
to the statement, the government Army defended its 
positions and repulsed the attacks. 


At about midday yesterday, the government forces 
reportedly began their own offensive. The statement said 
the militia forces were driven back to the fringes of the 
western part of the town, and fighting continued late into 
the afternoon. The statement gave no definite figures for 
casualties but said heavy losses in lives and captured 
weapons were inflicted on the militia. I made contacts 
with Burao by radio phone yesterday and was told that 
many civilians had left the town and government forces 
controlled the main strategic points around Burao. 


[Bickerton] That was a faxed report from Hussein Ali 
Noor in Hargeysa; but what began last year as trouble 
with a few militiamen in Hargeysa has escalated into 
something akin to all-out war between Mohamed Egal’s 
government and his opponents. On the line to Hargeysa, 
Raggi Omar asked Mohamed Egal what his latest infor- 
mation was about the situation at Burao. 


[Begin recording] [Egal] According to information I 
have, you know, about two-thirds of the town are in the 
hands of the government forces, and they are continuing 
pushing the rebellion back all the time, but the situation 
is still fluid, and we hope that within, you know, the next 
24 hours we will have a much clearer picture of, you 
know, the situation than we have now. 


[Omar] Now, this offensive as reported to have started 
yesterday morning, just exactly who is behind it? Is it a 
concerted effort by one clan or several clans, or one 
militia, or what? 


{Egal] No, it is a small group. For the last one month the 
clans that live in Burao, you know, have been working 
together, you know, and they were in agreement, you 
know, that they should prevent any war taking place, or 
any fighting taking place within their town. Then (?pres- 
ently), you know, these full Sudans who according to my 
knowledge were not speaking for anybody, have made 
this announcement that they were going to start, you 
know, fighting, you know, against the government, you 
know, as soon as possible, and that unfortunately, you 
know, has been a very big setback, you know, to the 
peace initiative between the residents, you know, of the 
Burao town and now.... [pauses] Then suddenly yes- 
terday at seven o’clock, you know, Mire and his group 
have started an offensive, you know, against security 
forces. 


[Omar] Who is Mire exactly, this man who has been 
launching the fight against your forces? 
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(Egal] Mire is the man who used to be a minister in 
Abdirahman Tur’s government. Now, he is supposed to 
be the military commander of the rebellion, you know, of 
the small group that has been rebelling against the 
secession of Somaliland. He claims to be, sometimes, 
you know, Aidid’s lieutenant sometimes, you know, he 
says that he is acting independently. He is a mercenary, 
that what he is. [end recording] 


Ali Mahdi Cautions of Further Fighting 


AB2803125295 Paris AFP in English 1132 GMT 28 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Djibouti, March 28 (AFP)}— 
North Mogadishu warlord Ali Mahdi Mohamed warned 
here Tuesday [28 March] that inter-clan fighting could 
resume at the Somali capital’s port and airport “‘at any 
moment.” He was speaking after talks with Djibouti 
Prime Minister Barkat Gurad Hamadu on the situation 
in Somalia since the withdrawal of UN troops early this 
month following an inconclusive two-year peace mis- 
sion. 


The self-styled “president” will take his delegation on to 
Ethiopia and Sudan, two countries actively mediating in 
Somalia’s clan warfare. 


He accused his rival, Mohamed Farah Aidid, who con- 
trols most of south Mogadishu, of hampering all peace 
efforts. 


“The fighting around the port and airport could resume 
at any moment,” Ali Mahdi warned. Both facilities were 
held by the UN troops. The port has reopened under 
joint sponsorship, but the two leaders have not yet 
resolved joint control of the airport. 


Ali Mahdi is meanwhile trying to organise a broad-based 
peace conference—a move spurned by General Aidid— 
while refusing to join a peace conference in south Mog- 
adishu of Aidid allies. 


He said no place or date had been set for his conference 
because “that is up to the Somali people.” 


He is due to leave Djibouti on Wednesday for Addis 
Ababa, and will then go on to Khartoum, where he and 
a delegation representing Aidid are expected to attend— 
or at least lobby—a three-day meeting of theologians and 
experts in various fields representing Islamic movements 
who will be discussing unrest in Moslem countries. 


The delegation representing Aidid, who controls most of 
south Mogadishu, is headed by Abdukarim Ahmed Ali, 
general secretary of the United Somali Congress faction 
supporting Aidid’s Somali National Alliance (SNA). 


Sources in Mogadishu said Aidid himself turned down 
the invitation as a result of friction among his allies, 
though SNA spokesman Abdi Abshir Kahiye attributed 
his non-attendance to problems involving the airport 
and seaport. 
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Ali Mahdi accused Sudan in 1993 of arming the SNA 
militias, a charge Khartoum denied, but relations have 
warmed since he introduced sharia law in north Moga- 
dishu last year. 


This will be Ali Mahdi’s first visit to Sudan. Aidid has 
visited twice, and once sent an ally, Colonel Ahmed 
Omar Jess. 


Somalia has been without a government since the over- 
throw of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 1991. 


Uganda 


Constitutional Assembly Rejects Federalism 


AB2903 185095 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa”’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Today was the day when 
Uganda’s Constituent Assembly finally made up its 
mind about federalism. It’s been especially hard pressed 
for by monarchists in Buganda. Others are equally 
opposed. On the decision of the Assembly, Mwambu 
Wanendeya faxed us this report from Kampala: 


After a heated debate lasting all day, the Constituent 
Assembly rejected an amendment which sought to make 
Uganda a collection of federal states. Before the debate, 
the multiparty activists and many politicians from 
Buganda, which formed an alliance, were confident of 
victory. However, the turning point came when the 
minister of local government, Jabery Bidandi Ssali, who 
is from Buganda, outlined why he is against federalism. 
He was followed by the head prince of Buganda, Besweri 
Mulondo, who is also a government minister. Both men 
said that they were against the amendment to allow 
Federal states, as this would not be right for Uganda, 
given the country’s history. 


The contribution from Bidandi Ssali was not a surprise, 
but the delegates were amazed by the head prince of 
Buganda announcing that he could not support the 
motion. Analysts say that the government’s success in 
getting Federalism barred from the new Constitution is 
likely to lose it a lot of support from the Buganda Region, 
which accounts for a quarter of the country’s population. 
But local government Minister Bidandi Ssali dismissed 
this prediction, saying that what the men on the ground 
wanted in Buganda was not federalism. federalism, he 
insisted, was only being asked for by politicians to 
achieve their own ends. 
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Presidential and parliamentary elections due at the end 
of the year will determine it the government has kept its 
support in Buganda. Meanwhile, the supporters of Fed- 
eraiism have vowed to continue their struggle to get it 
into the new Constitution. But it appears that all their 
legal avenues are closed. Only a suspension of the rules 
of procedure will permit this debate to be reopened. 


UN Given IGADD Sudan Initiative 


EA3003114595 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1400 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{FBIS TranscriLcu Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni 
has congratulated the people of Kuwait together with the 
international forces upon liberating their country from 
the occupation of Iraq. The president was addressing a 
press conference at (Byantale) in Kuwait City where he is 
on a state visit. [passage omitted] 


Asked about progress and efforts to help find a solution 
to the conflict in Sudan, the president briefed the 
pressmen about the IGADD [Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and Development] initiative on 
Sudan but regretted that it had not been successful so far. 
He said that IGADD had now referred the matter to the 
UN Security Council to see if it can reinforce the peace 
effort. [passage omitted] 


Rugunda Delivers Message to Rwandan President 


EA2903224395 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1400 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Trane-ribed Excerpt] The minister of foreign 
affairs, Ruhakana Rugunda, has delivered a special 
message ‘0 President Pasteur Bizimungu of Rwanda 
from President Yoweri Museveni. During their meeting 
which took place in Kigali, yesterday, they discussed 
matters of bilateral and regional interest to both coun- 
tries. Ruhakana Rugunda also met other high-ranking 
Officials in the Rwandan Government with whom they 
agreed to further consolidate existing relations between 
the two countries in the political, economic fields, espe- 
cially in facilitating trade between the two peoples of 
both countries. 


The minister of foreign affairs also visited the headquar- 
ters of the Kagera Basin Organization [KBO] in Kigali 
where he reaffirmed Uganda’s commitment to the KBO 
which he said was a useful vehicle for consolidating 
regional cooperation, integration, and enhancing the 
development of the subregion. He reiterated Uganda’s 
support for the KBO’s priority projects namely the 
telecommunications project, roads project, hydropower 
project, and the tsetse fly control project. [passage 
omitted] 
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Winnie Mandela’s Cabinet Replacement Profiled 


MB2803 141495 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Mar 95 p I 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Afier a long 
career in law and human rights Brigitte Mabandla yes- 
terday made ar unexpected switch to the fields of arts, 
culture, science and technology. These are virgin territo- 
ries for her, the new deputy minister of arts, culture, 
science and technology readily admits. 


In an inierview, Mabandla said: “It is a new field which 
will require intensive studying and I intend applying 
myself.” 


On her new position, she said: “In the context of 
reconstruction and development this is a great chal- 
lenge.” 


Mabandla (46) worked in the ANC’s iegal department in 
Lusaxa, Zambia, while in exile there. After her return to 
South Africa she became a member of the ANC’s con- 
stitutional and legal commission and worked at the 
University of the Western Cape’s Community Law 
Centre with Water Affairs and Forestry Minister Kader 
Asmal and Constitutional Court judge Albie Sachs. 


Mabandla Comments on Appointment 


MB2803152195 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 28 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] The 
woman President Mandela has now appointed to replace 
his estranged wife as the new deputy minister of arts, 
culture, science, and technology is Mrs. Brigitte 
Mabandia. She served in the ANC’s constitution com- 
mission and has been involved in research into gender 
issues at the University of the Western Cape. Ben Dotsei 
Mea!-r called Mrs. Mabandla in Cape Town and asked 
for her reactions to her appointment. 


{Begin recording] [Mabandla] Well, I feel honored. I am 
overwhelmed. It came suddenly, but I really feel honored 
that I have been asked by President Mandela to join his 
government. 


{Malorj Is the honor and maybe personal pride you feel 
about this appointmert any way tinted by the fact that 
you are stepping into the shoes of Mrs. Winnie Mandela, 
who is leaving not under the right or in the right kind of 
atmosphere? 


[Mabandia] The circumstances of my appointment are 
not the issue that | am concerning myself with. It is 
simply that I have been invited by a man of stature, a 
man I respect a lot, the president of my organization, to 
join his government, and that is what really makes 
feel privileged. 
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{[Malor}] But do you think that events of the past few 
weeks maybe will make your job or stepping into the 
shoes of Mrs. Mandela a little more difficult? 


{[Mabandla] Well, I do not expect any difficulties really 
arising from the circumstances of my appointment. 


[Malor] What are your views about the fact that Presi- 
dent Mandela has found it necessary to ask Mrs. Man- 
dela not to be ir the government? 


[Mabandla}] I am not competent really to discuss the 
whole issue. I am just an ordinary member of parliament 
filled with tasks at hand, and I don’t feel competent to 
get into the politics around my appointment. 


{[Malor] What do you hope to bring into your new 
position as a deputy minister who has taken over from 
where Mrs. Mandela has been left off? 


[Mabandla] I would like to be honest anc say that apart 
from being familiar with decisionmaking and being a 
human rights activist, I will have to work very hard and 
familiarize myself with the duties of my portfolio. [end 
recording] 


NP Predicts Constitution Clash With ANC 


MB2903172595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1659 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


[Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 29 SAPA— 
The National Party [NP] and the African National 
Congress are heading for a major Constitutional 
Assembly [CA] clash over the continuation of power- 
sharing in the executive arm of South Africa’s goveru- 
ment after the interim Constitution expties in 1999. 


The NP’s Mr Roelf Meyer, minister of provincial affairs 
and constitutional development, told a press briefing on 
Wednesday his party believed the transition would last 
longer than five years, and that minority party represen- 
tation in the executive should continue for as long as the 
situation required it. Provisions for executive power- 
sharing—including constitutional provision for one or 
more deputy presidents—are a central! element of thie 
NP’s submissions to the CA, which is writing South 
Africa’s final constitution. 


The ANC, on the other hand, states explicitly, in pro- 
posals to be discussed at its constitutional conference in 
Kempton Park this weekend, that “government shall be 
formed by the majority party, or voluntary coalitions, if 
any’. Senior ANC members have been adamant that the 
compulsory government of national unity [GNU] is an 
arrangement only for the first five years of South Africa’s 
“transition” from the apartheid era to a fully-fledged 
democracy. The: GNU should fall away as a constitu- 
tional requirement after 1999, they say. 


Mr Meyer said on Wednesday the NP believed provision 
hould be made in the constitution for power-sharing at 
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executive level, rather than this occurring on a voluntary 
basis, as in some other countries. In these countries 
voluntary coalitions mostly came about because of the 
need for parties to co-operate to form a government or 
Opposition in a situation where no party had a clear 
majority at the polls. But the issue of a voluntary 
coalition was not une that was necessarily going to 
develop in South Africa, he said. 


The NP further believed that the diversity of South 
Africa’s population composition was such that it was 
best for government’s composition to reflect the widest 
possible interests of the whole nation. NP Executive 
Director Mr Fanus Schoeman said simple majority rule 
was “most undesirable” in the fragile democracy South 
Africa was likely to be for the foreseeable future. The NP 
was in favour of executive power-sharing continuing 
even in the Western Cape Province where it was in the 
majority, he added. 


Wants To Resolve Mediation Impasse 


MB2803 150795 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 28 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by Farouk Chothia] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy Presidents FW de 
Klerk and Thabo Mbeki met on Friday [24 March] as 
part of an NP [National Party] initiative to arrange a 
summit meeting of leaders to resolve the impasse on 
international mediation. 


The ANC said it might discuss the issue at its constitu- 
tional conference this weekend and needed to see how 
mediation would “dovetail” with the Constitutional 
Assembly. Mbeki’s office confirmed the Friday meeting 
with De Klerk. 


NP KwadZulu/Natal information director Jacko Maree 
said De Klerk was “anxious” to see the mediation 
dispute resolved “timeously” and the NP believed a 
summit should be held between De Klerk, President 
Nelson Mandela and Home Affairs Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi. The NP wanted the three leaders to 
formulate “‘broad principles” for mediation after which 
“lesser mortals” could flesh out the terms of reference. 


The Inkatha Freedom Party had decided earlier to walk 
out of the assembiy next Tuesday if mediation was not 


agreed to. 


ANC spokesman Jackson Mthembu said the vay 
summit would be held only after the ANC coc ms «da 
process of consultation within its ranks. It wou! not 
bow to Inkatha’s “unilateral deadline”. 


The constitutional conference might make proposals to 
the ANC’s national executive committee, as well as 
provincial executive committees, for consideration. The 
ANC had to be clear on how mediation would relate to 
the assembly as it did not want two “constitution- 
making institutions running parallel”. 
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Inkatha constitutional affairs spokesman Sipho Mzimela 
accused the ANC of “dragging its feet” and of wanting to 
use the Constitutional Assembly to “ram things down 
our throats”. 


Inkatha wanted the three parties to negotiate contentious 
issues under the auspices of mediators as “equals”, 
saying there should not be “majorities and minorities”. 
A situation which would see agreement reached in medi- 
ation, but not in the assembly, should be avoided. The 
assembly should merely ‘‘note” the mediation agree- 
ment, before making it law, Mzimela said. 


Issues that needed to be mediated included the form of 
state, powers of provinces, the constitutional rights of 
provinces and fiscal issues. Inkatha was open to the 
possibility of local mediators being drawn into the pro- 
cess, although the pre-election agreement stated there 
would be international mediation. 


Two White Trade Unions Join COSATU 


MB2803205695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 2000 GMT 28 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Two predominantly white 
industrial unions have joined the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions, COSATU. The two unions are 
the South African Boilermakers’ Union and the South 
Africa Society of Banking Officials. COSATU has also 
granted affiliation to the newly formed South African 
Agricultural, Plantation, and Allied Workers’ Union. 
COSATU said the new affiliates bring its total member- 
ship close to 1.5 million. 


‘Thousands’ of Mozambicans Spurn Repatriation 


MB2803 141695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Mar 95 p § 


[Report by Duncan Guy] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Only 30,000 of 120,000 regis- 
tered Mozambican refugees in South Africa have 
returned home but the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees [UNHCR] is terminating its repatri- 
ation operation this week. 


UNHCR spokesman Yusuf Hassan said the last border 
crossing with which the organisation would assist would 

e on Friday [31 March] at Pafuri in the north of the 
..fuger National Park. 


Registration for repatriation began in January last year, 
but of the 120,000 Mozambicans who put their name on 
the list, only 30,000 have returned officially, said Has- 
san. 


“There has been a major information campaign since we 
closed registration on December 31 last year,” he said. 
“After March 31 we shall not be providing assistance.” 


However, the UNHCR would be “open minded” to 
people still wanting to return, said Hassan. He added 
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that many refugees might have returned unofficially 
while others, including those who had acquired legal 
status to remain in South Africa, might stay on. 


“It really is impossible to find out how many there are in 
each country,” he said. Most of the refugees came from 
the neighbouring Maputo and Gaza provinces of 
Mozambique. However, the end of the Mozambican 
operation did not mean the end of the UNHCR’s work in 
southern Africa. UNHCR regional headquarters would 
remain in South Africa, said Hassan. 


“We shall be involved in training the Government, 
police officers and people who deal with migrants in 
international law and the laws relating to refugees.” The 
office would also continue to watch events in Angola. 
“But our new role is to help avoid the possibility of 
people becoming refugees,” said Hassan. 


“We try to help countries from becoming refugee pro- 
ducing, and io cope with refugees they might receive 
from elsewhere.” 


Duty-Free Access Gained to Japanese Products 


MB2903 183695 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 29 Mar 95 p I 


[Report by John Dludlu] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Japanese government 
decided yesterday to include SA [South Africa] in its list 
of beneficiary nations under the generalised scheme of 
preferences (GSP), a move which will give duty-free 
access to a limited range of agricultural products and a 
broad range of industrial goods. 


GSP is a nonreciprocal preferential trade arrangement 
which gives developing countries’ exports greater access 
to industrialised countries’ markets. 


Japanese embassy second secretary K Yoshino said the 
scheme—which comes into effect on Saturday [1 
April}—would cover a broad range of industrial products 
and a limited range of agricultural items. 


He denied claims that his government had been slow in 
responding to SA’s request to be granted GSP treatment. 
The delays had been caused because his government had 
received trade statistics, customs control and regulation 
data from the SA government only three weeks ago, 
although talks began last October. 


Trade sources canvassed yesterday said it was too early 
to quantify the benefits of the Japanese move, but said 
SA’s steel, iron and ferro-alloys would benefit. 


According to Japanese government trade statistics SA 
exports to Japan grew 16 percent to $2.2bn last year, 
while SA bought Japanese imports worth $2bn. Yoshino 
attributed SA’s edge in trade to a rise in SA maize 
exports last year, and a slump in imports of Japanese 
automotive components during the motor industry 
strike. 
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SA would be the 113th nation to be included in the 
Japanese scheme. 


Japan Extends /referential Tariffs 


MB2803 184795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1354 
GMT 28 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 28 SAPA— 
Japan has extended its generalised system of trade pref- 
erences [GSP] to South A/rican exporters, the Japanese 
Embassy said Tuesday in a statement. 


“South African exporters will be able to enjoy favourably 
reduced tariffs, in line with exporters of other developing 
countries,” the embassy said. 


The GSP system would come into force on April 1. 


South African Press Review for 30 Mar 
MB3003 133695 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 


THE STAR 


Ramaphosa Running For ANC Leadership—Kaizer 
Nyatsumba writes in his “One in Your Eye” column on 
page 18 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 30 
March: “More pressing than the growing discontent 
(which has found expression on campuses)—is the wid- 
ening chasm between two prominent camps in the organ- 
isation.” According to Nyatsumba there is “every 
indication that astute ANC secretary-general Cyril 
Ramaphosa—who has had to play second fiddle to 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki for almost a year now— 
has embarked on aggressive empire-building to position 
himself for the future. And he seems to be succeeding.” 
On the other hand, Mbeki’s support base is “coming 
apart at the seams.” He no longer enjoys the uncondi- 
tional support of former Deputy Arts, Culture, Science, 
and Technology Minister Winnie Mandela and Peter 
Mokaba, “who had got the ANC Women’s League and 
the ANC Youth League respectively behind him.” 
Should Winnie Mandela enter the presidential race “she 
could cost Mbeki the presidency, with Ramaphosa likely 
to be the benefactor. Although her allies in the ANC have 
greeted the news of her long-awaited sacking with sur- 
prising restraint, there still exists the danger that the 
ANC may be heading for a serious split.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Winnie Mandela Dismissal—“While we fully support 
President Mandela’s action in dismissing Mrs Mandela, 
we remain curious about the motivation,” declares the 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 28 March. It seems “she did not strictly toe 
the line of the government of national unity” but “no 
mention was made of the serious criminal allegations 
against her.” THE CITIZEN notes that “support for her 
dismissal was widely canvassed, and the broad alliance 
still places a high premium on unity and discipline. 
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There is no clear ‘structure’ around which Mrs Mandela 
can expect to gather support.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Sympathy for ‘Demoralised’ Policemen—While strikes 
by policemen are “highly undesirable” there “cannot but 
be sympathy for those detectives who have refused to 
work after hours in the face of a decision not to pay them 
overtime,” according to Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
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English on 27 March in a page 6 editorial. “It is difficult 
to understand why they are being penalised when a R15 
million [rands] special grant is available, but for the 
benefit of police shift workers only.” “It is absurd that at 
a time of record lawlessness, with crime levels up 17 
percent since 1990 and President Mandela promising 
tough action against criminal activity, a vital component 
in the country’s law-enforcement agency should continue 
to be demoralised in this way.” 
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Angola 


Joint Commission !vfeets in Luanda 28 Mar 


MB2803205195 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The body overseeing the imple- 
mentation of the Lusaka Protocol today held another 


meeting. Edgar Rangel reports: 


[Rangel] The Joint Commission has revealed that the 
first stage of troop disengagement has been concluded. 
Joint Commission Chairman Alioune Blondin Beye took 
the opportunity to announce that UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali sent his report to the Security 
Council president on the current situation in Angola. 
Mr. Beye did not give details, but said once more that the 
UN secretary general’s report is a victory for the forces 
wishing to see peace in Angola. 


[Begin Beye recording] The Angolan people should know 
that yesterday it scored yet another victory against the 
antagonists of the peace process. Yesterday the UN 
secretary general addressed a letter to the UN Security 
Council president informing the council that he decided 
to continue with preparations for the arrival of Blue 
Helmets in Angola. This means that nothing has been 
altered in the drafted program or timetable, inciuding 
the procedures provided for in Security Council Resolu- 
tion 976 of 8 February 1995. [end recording] 


Among others matters, the session discussed the Chon- 
goroi issue, with the Joint Commission regretting the 
incident. A commission has already been established to 
investigate the issue. The Joint Commission does not yet 
know who the culprit is. 


Beye Says UNITA, Government Aiding Troops 


LD2903 162895 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Let’s not leave this region 
without reporting this statement made by UN special 
envoy in Angola Alioune Blondin Beye. According to 
him, the Angolan Army and UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] are currently 
strengthening their military means, thus violating the 
agreement signed in Lusaka last year. It was recorded by 
Nicolas Balique: 


{Begin Beye recording] When a reinforcement takes 
place—I do not mean an increase in the number of 
troops but a strengthening of their capability in terms of 
equipment...[pauses] The Angolan Government and 
UNITA are suspected of continuing their import of 
wezpons. This is a violation of the Lusaka agreement. 


What has been strongly denounced by the joint commis- 
sion and which we have strongly deplored is the attacks 
carried out against peaceful civilian populations. The 
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troops’ command told the joint commission that cur- 
rently more civilians than soldiers are dying. [end 
recording] 


FAA Movement of Materiel, Mercenaries 
Reported 


MB2903173295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel has learned from reliable sources that 30 
armored cars and long-range guns were delivered to 
Saurimo in Lunda Sul Province very recently, coming 
from Luanda. White mercenaries were involved in the 
operation. What is more, lethal materiel has been para- 
chuted into the districts of Canfunfo, Dundo, and 
Cacolo in Lunda Norte Province. 


Our sources also revealed that these anti-peace actions 
are directed by Commanders Katueza and Gildo, ful- 
filling orders from the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
General Staff not to observe the Lusaka Protocol. These 
actions by FAA forces are the beginning of a large-scale 
offensive agai:.st the National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angoia’s [UNITA] positions in Lunda 
Norte and Lunda Sul. 


The Angolan Government is also denying the UN 
Angola Verification Mission [Unavem] access to Catum- 
bela Airport in Benguela Province. This is a bad sign 
because the practical way the government can demon- 
strate its desire for peace and the presence of Blue 
Helmets in Angola is to allow Unavem free access to 
installations like airports, railroads, ports, and bridges. 


Meanwhile, FAA forces, still in violation of the Lusaka 
Protocol, occupied the areas of Chimboa and (Diofo) on 
22 and 23 March. They now are involved in stealing 
cattle and other people’s belongings. Benguela residents 
have protested these criminal actions, requesting 
Unavem’s protection. 


2d Stage of Troop Disengagement Begins 1 Apr 
MB3003052695 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese '900 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The second stage of the disen- 
gagement of UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] troops today received a green 
light from that organization’s leadership and will begin 
on | April. General Chris Garuba, UN Angola Verifica- 
tion Mission [Unavem] commander, left for Bailundo 
today to hold talks with UNITA leader Jonas Se vimbi on 
the issue. Garuba has just returned to the Angolan 
capital and is convinced that UNITA will not renege. 
The Unavem commander said, however, he will lead a 
delegation of military personnel from observer countries 
to Bailundo on 31 March and | April to pick up UNITA 
officers, with whom they will travel to (Luzemba) to 
begin the second stage of the disengagement, which will 
be concluded on 10 April. 
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[Begin recording] [Garuba in English fading into Portu- 
guese translation] Today we went to Bailundo. We met 
Dr. Savimbi. Our meeting was very useful. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Wher will the second 
stage of disengagement of UNITA soldiers begin? 


[Garuba] We have discussed Unavem proposals with 
UNITA authorities and UNITA and the mediators have 
reached an agreement, and we hope to start the disen- 
gagement next week. 


[Correspondent] Will UNITA go back on its words? 
[Garuba] No, no, no, we all signed the documents. 
[Correspondent] Did you speak with Dr. Jonas Savimbi? 


[Garuba] Yes, I did. I spoke to Dr. Savimbi and he gave 
his go-ahead to the plan. [end recording] 


Unaveim’s Garuba Discusses Troop 
Disengagement 

MB3003083395 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Major General Chris Garuba, 
commander of the UN Angola Verification Mission 
[Unavem] peacekeeping forces, says the second stage of 
the troop disengagement process in Lunda Norte and 
Lunda Sul Provinces is expected to begin in a few days. 


Garuba made this statement after a lengthy working 
meeting with a National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] team that included high- 
ranking officers of the Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola [FALA] General Staff and the UNITA team 
that is following the implementation of the Lusaka 
Protocol. 


The meeting was attended by UNITA President Dr. 
Jonas Matheiro Savimbi, who made a very positive 
contribution. Dr. Savimbi also spared a few minutes to 
greet Maj. Gen. Chris Garuba and his Unavem team. 
Gen. Garuba spoke with Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel after the meeting. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] The first 
question is obvious. Jdow did today’s meeting go? What 
specific issues did you discuss? 


[Garuba, in English, fading into Portuguese translation] 
Well, today’s meeting was quite productive, and the 
atmosphere was very good. We had the privilege of 
meeting with President Jonas Savimbi, who was passing 
by and stopped to talk to us. We believe his charismatic 
presence allowed our meeting to be quick and without 
any difficulties. 


The meeting was called to clarify some points related to 
the second stage of the troop disengagement process in 
Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul Provinces. We received the 
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government and UNITA proposals last week. We sum- 
marized these proposals to draw up a mediation docu- 
ment, which we presented to the UNITA authorities 
today. We discussed those proposals and tried to reach a 
common position. I am happy to say that, after extensive 
visits and consultations, we managed to arrive at an 
agreement that is acceptable to the mediators and to 
UNITA. We are very happy. [end recording] 


Asked when he expects troop disengagement to be com- 
ple‘ed in Lunda Sul, Lunda Norte, and Moxico Prov- 
inces, Maj. Gen. Chris Garuba said: 


[Begin recording] [Garuba] The timetable we have 
agreed on says it will all take place between | and 10 
April. However, that will depend on the visits General 
Arlindo Chenda Ben-Ben, FALA chief of General Staff, 
is scheduled to pay to Lusamba and Lunda Norte and 
Lunda Sul Provinces, where he will brief his subordi- 
nates on the matter. Gen. Ben-Ben has kindly invited me 
and my military aides to accompany him. It will also 
depend on when he tours those areas. If he decides to 
visit those areas on 31 March and | April, the troop 
disengagement plan will remain on course. If his tour is 
next week, we will have to adjust the timetable accord- 
ingly. 

It is important for Gen. Ben-Ben to visit those areas and 
speak to his troops, so they can understand what troop 
disengagement in Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul Provinces 
entails. We hope this visit will help reduce any difficul- 
ties relating to the implementation of the disengzgement 
plan. This is why we encouraged him to see hiss troops at 
Lusamba. We are pleased he has invited vs to accom- 
pany him. 


As for the situation in Chongoroi, whether UNITA 
insisted on it or not, it is Unavem’s policy to create 
mechanisrrs to investigate incidents in which the lives 
and property of Unavem members are placed at great 
risk. Investigations into the matter will continue. An 
inquiry has already been launched, and both government 
and UNITA representatives have been included on the 
team. The inquiry commission is doing its job, and we 
hope to be able to present a report to the Joint Commis- 
sion within the next two weeks. We also hope the truth 


will emerge. 


[Correspondent] I would like to ask another question: 
UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali has just 
presented his report to the UN Security Council. Do you 
think conditions are in place for the Blue Helmets to 
come to Angola? 


{[Garuba] Well, the UN Security Council chairman’s 
statement is relevant because it shows the international 
community is clearly committed to the Angolan peace 
process. That is a good sign. Whether conditions are in 
place to receive the Blue Helmets is another matter 
altogether. At any rate, I would like to say that the 
international community has expectations about under- 
takings by the government and UNITA. The deployment 
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of UN peacekeeping forces is linked to the fulfillment of 
those expectations. We hope the two sides will continue 
to make every effort to deliver on those undertakings to 
ensure conditions are in place for the UN peacekeeping 
forces to come to Angola. 


We expect the Blue Helmets to start arriving in May. 
Logistic, administrative, engineering, communications, 
and medical personnel are expected to start arriving in 
April to begin preparations on the ground. That much 
has already been promised. What we need now is to 
clarify some smali points so the UN peacekeeping forces 
can come. Thank you very much. [end recording] 


UNITA Official Notes Importance of UN Troops 


MB3003071295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Dr. Marcos Samondo, National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
representative to the United Nations, yesterday saluted 
UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali’s call for 
preparations to send Blue Helmets to Angola. The 
UNITA representative in New York described the sec- 
retary general’s recommendation to the UN Security 
Council as an important step forward for the Angolan 
peace process. Samondo also noted that international 
commitment to the Angolan peace process is indispens- 
able, even though it is ultimately up to the Angolan 
people to make it succeed. 


Samondo said UNITA welcomes all steps aimed at 
bringing UN peacekeeping forces to Angolan harbors 
and airports so they can establish whether war materiei is 
still entering the country. 


UNITA Says FAA Preparing To Attack Bengo 


Mb3003070095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Military sources have told 
Octavio Mulengui, Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel correspondent, that Bengo Province may be the 
scene of serious fighting that could endanger the Angolan 
peace process. They said the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] are planning to attack the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]-controlled 
areas of Nambuangongo, Ngombe, (Gaje), Mazumbo, 
and Quicuso today. 


The FAA General Staff has placed its 76th Regiment on 
war alert. The FAA regiment is backed by heavy artillery 
units from the area of Mabubas. The FAA forces will use 
at least five tanks for their blitz. The Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola [FALA] Military Command 
announced yesterday it will respond without hesitation 
to a government attack. 


Meanwhile, the FALA Military Command for Bengo 
Province has again called on the UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem] to send observers to the area of 
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Nambuangongo immediately. The FALA sources also 
noted that if FAA forces go ahead with the attacks on 
UNITA-controlled areas in Bengo Province, serious 
political meaning will be attributed to Unavem’s excuse 
that logistic difficulties have delayed the deployment of 
peacekeeping forces in the area. 


UNITA Reports Government Attack on Huambo 


MB3003113495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] has accused the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] of carrying out attacks on 
its positions in violation of the cease-fire agreement and 
the Lusaka peace accord. The UNITA representative in 
Washington, Jardo Muecalia, said the Angolan Govern- 
ment is determined to sabotage the peace process. He 
added that Angolan Air Force aircraft bombed Huambo 
at different times yesterday, causing panic among the 
people, who began fleeing the area. 


UNITA is also accusing the FAA troops of carrying out 
attacks against various parts of the country. General 
Arlindo Pena Ben-Ben, chief of General Staff of the 
UNITA armed forces, is quoted as stating in a commu- 
nique that eight UNITA soldiers were wounded in an 
attack by the government forces on 21 March. UNITA’s 
accusations have not been confirmed by independent 
sources. 


Government Planes Bomb Chicapa; 2 Killed 


MB3003124295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Government does 
not appear to be interested in the deployment of UN 
peacekeeping forces in Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul 
Provinces. In Lunda Sul the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] forces stationed at the logistics center in Cacolo 
District have been carrying out aggressive action over 
the last few days in a bid to take the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]-controlled 
areas of Cuango and Lusamba. 


On 26 March government aircraft flew in from Canis- 
sombo, in Lunda Norte Province, and bombed civilians 
living on the banks of Chicapa River. Two people were 
killed and nine others wounded. Donato Catanha, the 
Voice of Resistance of the Black Cockerel correspondent 
in the area, reports the FAA forces crossed Chicapa 
River at daybreak on 29 March. Their aim was to attack 
(Sacassal) Commune and other UNITA-controlled min- 
eral-rich areas today. 


The Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola Military 
Command for Lunda Norte Province has called on the 
UN Angola Verification Mission to intervene and stop 
such premeditated and provocative behavior by the FAA 
forces aimed at derailing the Angolan peace process. 
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Government Says UNITA Kills 3 in Cabinda 


MB2903 184595 London BBC World Service in English 
1740 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “African News” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Angolan Government says 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola} forces have killed three of its soldiers in an 
attack in the Cabinda enclave. According to military 
officials, the UNITA attack was supported by separatists 
from the Cabinda area. There has been no independent 
confirmation of the attack. 


Malawi 


Mozambican Refugees Encouraged To Go Home 


MB2903182095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “‘Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Tens of thousands of refugees 
who fled Mozambique a decade or more ago and ended 
up in the vast camps in Malawi heave been going home 
recently. The war has ended in Mozambique and there 
have been elections, but tens of thousands seem reluctant 
to return, and the Malawians are fed up with them. They 
complain that they are taking up their land. Tension has 
been rising and now the authorities are putting the 
pressure on, as Willy Zingane reports in this fax from 
Blantyre: 


Malawi’s minister of relief and rehabilitation, George 
Kanyanya, told Parliament in Zomba that the govern- 
ment no longer thinks it is necessary to allow Mozamb- 
icans to stay in Malawi. Eighty-thousand refugees have 
been given until September to return home or be forced 
out of Malawi. Many of the |! million Mozambicans in 
Malawi’s central districts have gone home. Those in the 
south of Nsanje District are afraid to return home 
because they fear for their safety. 


The UNHCR and other relief organizations operating in 
Malawi have agreed not to provide food to the 80,000 
refugees to encourage them to go back to their villages. 
An official of the UNHCR in Blantyre confirmed that 
his organization had stopped giving food to refugees still 
in Malawi. The official said, from what we know, there is 
no fighting in Mozambique so there is no justification 
for Mozambicans to insist on staying here, but the 
refugees themselves have not taken the announcement 
lightly. They say the Malawi Government is versecuting 
them and that they have nowhere to go. Fernando 
Antonio, a refugee who saw his wife being hacked to 
death 10 years ago, told me he found the Malawi 
Government’s action very strange. He said, we know the 
civil war in Mozambique is over, but that doesn’t mean 
everything there is stable. My daughters are married to 
Malawians; why should I be forced to go back to Mozam- 


bique? 
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Mozambique 


Dhiakama Says No Change in Frelimo ‘Behavior’ 


MB3003162595 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 27 
Mar 95 p I 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] President Afonso Dhlakama said in 
Spain that the ruling party “has not changed its behavior 
yet.” Although there is no longer war in Mozambique, 
the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party is still 
“the same Marxist-Leninist party accustomed to 
wielding absolute power,” he said. Dhlakama said: 
‘People understand that it will take time before Frelimo 
can transform itself into a democratic party.” 


The Renamo leader said he was hopeful, however, 
because institutions are becoming democratized. He said 
we cannot expect all the problems to be resolved in two 
months. “We know it will be a long battle. What we want 
now is to see Frelimo demonstrate that it accepts democ- 
racy,” he said. With regard to police and secret services, 
Dhlakama said these institutions cannot belong to a 
single party in a democratic country. ““This would imply 
that if another party wins elections a few years from now, 
it will have to form its own new police,” he said. The 
Renamo leader said in general his visit’s objectives were 
achieved. “For example, I was very impressed by the 
manner in which the Spanish foreign minister under- 
stood the need to support democracy in the country and 
the opposition in general,” Dhlakama stressed. He said 
he requested money not only for Renamo during his 
meetings but for all the opposition to consolidate democ- 
racy in the country. He said the Spanish people “are very 
delighted with the peace process’ success and understand 
that Mozambique should not be abandoned now.” . 


Dhliakama Accuses Frelimo of Governing Poorly 


MB3003114195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Speaking in Brussels, Belgium, 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] leader 
Afonso Dhlakama blamed the Mozambique Liberation 
Front Party government for what he described as the 
poor functioning of democracy in Mozambique. The 
Renamo leader said it was extremely dangerous for the 
international community to wash its hands of the dem- 
ocratic process in Mozambique simply because elections 
have already taken place. 


Portugal’s LUSA news agency reports the Renamo leader 
made these remarks after a meeting with Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro, EU deputy for relations with Africa. 


te Sarees Senne & Saupe ve Gene 
ar 


MB3003083495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Mario Marua, acting Mozam- 
bique National Resistance [Renamo] delegate for Nam- 
pula Province, has denied reports that Renamo leader 
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Afonso Dhlakama had fled Maputo for Maringue, and 
subsequently to Europe in a bid to organize a new war in 
Mozambique. Marua told Radio Mozambique the 
Renamo leader is still touring Europe and asking for 
support for all the Mozambican opposition forces. 
Speaking in a conciliatory tone, Marua said it was better 
for the Mozambican people to take up their farming 
tools so they can improve their future. 


Government To Pay Renamo’s Electric Bills 


MB3003061795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT' 30 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Francisco Madeira, minister in 
the presidency for parliamentary affairs, says the 
Mozambican Government will pay the electricity bills of 
the nine houses occupied by Mozambique National 
Resistance ([Renamo] officials in the Mozambican cap- 
ital. Electricity to those houses was cut off a few days 
ago. Speaking to Mozambique Television, Madeira said 
the government has not received an official report on the 
matter. He also said that Renamo’s expenses have cost 
the government about 5 billion meticais since 1992. 


Nampula Governor Deplores Renamo 
Disinformation 


MB2903115295 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1100 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The governor of Mozambique’s 
northern Nampula Province, Rosario Mualeia, has told 
residents of Erate District that the ruling Frelimo 
[Mozambique Liberation Front] Party and President 
Joaquim Chissano were the only winners of the country’s 
general elections held in October last year. 


The Maputo daily NOTICIAS says the governor was 
reacting to information given by the district’s adminis- 
trator that members of the former rebel movement, 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance], and other 
opposition parties were attempting to sabotage the gov- 
ernment’s programs. Reports have come in from 
northern and central Mozambique of Renamo members 
telling residents that as a result of last October’s general 
election, the country was now divided, with Frelimo 
ruling in the south, and Renamo in the north. 


Governor Mualeia said the people must not be poorly 
informed. He said the only winners in the elections were 
Frelimo and its president, Joaquim Chissano. The gov- 
ernor instructed the district’s government not to let the 
population be misinformed by people who are spreading 
information trying to divide Mozambique. He also 
encouraged the Namapa population to return to agricul- 
tural activity, emphasizing that with the end of the 
country’s 16-year war, conditions were now good for 
farming. 


He said only through agriculture could people rid them- 
selves of misery and hunger, and stop living on foreign 
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aid, especially since nongovernmental organizations 
— already beginning to end their programs in Mozam- 
ique. 


Mandela Arrives for ‘Private Visit’ 


MB2903191995 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] South African President Nelson 
Mandela arrived in Maputo late this afternoon for a 
four-day private visit to our country. An Office of the 
President source stressed that the visit was strictly pri- 
vate. As such, the source added, President Joaquim 
Chissano did not go to the airport to receive his coun- 
terpart. He will only go to his residence to greet him. The 
South African president is in Maputo on a restful vaca- 
tion. 


Swaziland 


UK’s Hurd on Nation’s Political Climate 


MB2603161195 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 26 Mar 95 p 11 


[Interview with British Secretary of State Douglas Hurd 
by Bheki Makhubu in Johannesburg “this week”’] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] SUNDAY: Secretary of State, 
do you think Swaziland should be more democratic? For 
instance, do you think political parties should be lega- 
lised? 


HURD: First, let me say that I am very glad to be visiting 
Swaziland for the first time. 


Democracy takes different forms in different circum- 
stances. We do not prescribe the form it should take, 
whether here in Southern Africa or elsewhere. 


We have long recognised that the Westminster model of 
the United Kingdom is one of the many possible 
approaches. For democracy to work we need to see two 
strong elements: that the members of parliament are 
properly representative of the people and that the mem- 
bers of parliament are able to hold the government fully 
to account. 


I understand that Swaziland is moving carefully towards 
greater democracy and has made good progress since 
1993. 


SUNDAY: Secretary of State, do you think the current 
strikes will put off potential investors or even lead to the 
withdrawal of some British investment? 


HURD: Traditionally Swaziland had good labour rela- 
tionships. !t would be a great shame if this tradition were 
lost irrevocably. 


I was glad to hear that your recent budget predicted 
halving the government budget deficit and set out the 
steps needed to avoid Structural Adjustment. We have 
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been going through a similar effort to cut the deficit in 
Britain and aie being successful. 


It can be pain but the pain of failure, that is the 
consequence of continued overspending, is much worse. 
I am tcld that your newspaper has published articles 
about the pain of an IMF Structural Adjustment Pro- 
gramme and the far reaching political repercussions. 


It is inevitable that industrial unrest will put off potential 
investors and therefore put further strain on your 
budget. 


British Companies such as CDC, Lonrho, Booker Tate, 
Mcmillans and Cadbury have long-standing commit- 
ments to invest in Swaziland and some, I understand, are 
looking to increase their activity in the Kingdom. 


Of course, I cannot speak for the Directors of these 
companies but more industrial unrest is bound to influ- 
ence their thoughts on the future of their operations in 
Swaziland. 


Swaziland is not alone in experiencing industrial unrest. 
As His Majesty said when he opened Parliament, it is 
important to address the underlying cause and to find 
ways to settle industrial disputes through dialogue, com- 
promise and conciliation. 


SUNDAY: Secretary of State, you may know that Par- 
liament here is discussing the budget. As an experienced 
parliamentarian yourself, what advice can you offer 
Swazi Parliamentarians? 


HURD: I believe that there are two sides to the job of a 
meinber of parliament. First, to support the local eco- 
nomic interests, on local development, of the constitu- 
encv (inkhundla); second to show that the local economy 
is only pari of the economy of the nation. 


Both the local inkhundla and the national economy must 
thrive for people to be able to farm profitably, to find 
paid jobs and to improve the prospects for themselves 
and their families. 


The Swazi Parliamentarians will be expected to ensure 
that Swazi Ministers are doing their jobs to the standard 
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set by Parliament itself and that Swazi taxes are spent in 
a way which reflects on the priorities and wishes of the 
nation as a whole. 


It is important to keep the people well informed about 
exchanges in Parliament. These days in Westminster we 
have live television and Radio broadcasts from Parlia- 
ment. 


I am told that your newspapers bring together reports on 
Parliament debate on a page entitled “In the House’’. 


That is good. 
King, Eastern Transvaal Premier Hold Talks 


MB2903172895 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network in 
English 1600 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty the king had talks 
this afternoon with South Africa’s provincial premier for 
the Eastern Transvaal, Mathews Phosa. The premier 
arrived in the country this morning leading a delegation 
of provincial ministers and high ranking officials. His 
talks with the king focussed on development and the 
economic cooperation between Swaziland and South 
Africa, especially with the Eastern Transvaal, which has 
already been earmarked for joint agricultural projects 
involving the construction of dams. 


The king told Mr. Phosa there is need for closer cooper- 
ation, adding that feasibility studies for major projects 
on bordering areas should be done jointly for the benefit 
of not just the two countries, but for the other sister 
countries in the region such as Mozambique. The king 
said he was looking forward to the completion of the 
joint water project of Maguga Dam. He hoped that 
financial assistance will be found before too long. 


The Eastern Transvaal premier and his delegation are in 
the country at the invitation of the king. They brought 
with them a cow as a typical African symbol of respect 
for the king. His majesty also had a gift for the premier, 
who later had a short audience with the prime minister, 
Prince Mbilini, at Cabinet Office before going to see the 
indlovukazi [queen mother] at Ludzidzini. 


Mr. Phosa’s delegation includes his province’s agricul- 
tural minister, Dr. Lucas Nel, and Safety and Security 
Minister Steve Mabona. Other ministries represented 
include Health and Welfare, Youth Affairs, Finance nd 
Strategic Planning. The South African delegation * «ves 
the country tomorrow. 
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Ghana 


Government, Lebanese Parliament To Set Up Ties 


AB2903 181595 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Ghana and Lebanon are to 
establish relations at the parliamentary level. A Lebanese 
MP, Dr. (Ali al-Khalid), who is in the country at the head 
of a delegation, has held discussions in Accra on the issue 
with the speaker of Parliament, Mr. Justice D.F. Annan. 
Dr. (Ali al-Khalid) said Lebanon selected Ghana as the 
first African country for such parliamentary ties because 
of the political stability in the country. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


‘Fierce’ Fighting Between Ulimo, NPFL Noted 


AB2803 193695 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 28 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fierce fighting is being reported 
in Liberia between the NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia] led by Charles Taylor, and the Mandingo 
wing of Ulimo [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia], and it looks as if the base of 
Ulimo faction leader Alhaji Koromah could be under 
threat. From Monrovia, our reporter Jonathan Peleyle 
telexed this report: 


According to reports from Liberia’s northern Lofa 
County, the battle between the NPFL and Alhaji Koro- 
mah’s faction of Ulimo, which intensified last week, has 
entered the city of Voinjama, the county’s capital and 
also Koromah’s headquarters. This has displaced thou- 
sands of people, mainly Mandingos, into neighboring 
Guinea. Escapees told me yesterday evening that there 
have been days of nonstop exchanges of fire in which 
both forces are said to have sustained massive casualties. 
NPFL commanders claim to have lost 12 men but killed 
700 Ulimo fighters. NPFL leader Charles Taylor himself 
said on Sunday [26 March] night that his forces are in 
Voinjama and other parts of Lofa County. 


I asked whether he was retaliating for the attack on his 
headquarters last year. Mr. Taylor said his troops are in 
Lofa on a rescue mission to save and bring back to town 
thousands of civilians who, according to him, are being 
slaughtered by Ulimo in every forest town and village. 


A military intelligence source blamed the alleged defeat 
of Ulimo troops in Lofa on the current leadership crisis 
within the movement. He said a few weeks ago, Ulimo 
troops in Lofa were a force to be reckoned with, but he 
said the divisions appeared to have enfeebled the will- 
ingness of Koromah’s men to resist attacks and fight 
back. When we called him up on the satellite phone 
tonight, Alhaji Koromah told us that he was still in 
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Voinjama. On the line, Robin White asked him if his 
Ulimo forces had lost the battle against the NPFL. 


[Begin recording] [Koromah] That is not true. That is 
wishful thinking because some two weeks ago, the group 
that was designated by the NPFL to try to by-pass 
Salayie and Zorzor, they were cut off from their route, 
both back and forward, and they went toward the 
Guinean borders but the Guineans could not allow them 
in. 

[White] The NPFL seems to be claiming that they have 
killed around 700 of your men? 


[Koromah] What? Seven hundred of my men? 
[White] Yes. 

[Koromah] Where? Where did they kill them? 
[White] This is in fighting around Voinjama. 


[Koromah] Well, tell the NPFL that it is a dream that 
will never come true. I mean, what do they hope to 
accomplish by these things? I mean, maybe I need to get 
ready because when you hear them talking like this, 
maybe they are preparing to attack, so I am very thankful 
for this information. 


[White] Mr. Taylor is saying that, you know, his troops 
have gone to Lofa to try and rescue thousands of 
civilians who, according to him, are being slaughtered by 
Ulimo in every forest, town, and village. 


[Koromah] Yes, this is what I am saying. I say it is good 
to hear him say that. That looks like he is getting ready to 
launch a fresh offensive because we are now benefiting 
from the harvest—the rice harvest has just passed two, 
three months ago—and people are coming from Sierra 
Leone to buy rice, and now if they are being slaughtered 
then I wonder how they are coming to buy rice in Lofa. 
[end recording] 


Nigeria 


Army Not Trying Coup Suspects Posthaste 


AB2903173595 Paris AFP in English 1705 GMT 29 
Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 29 Mar (AFP)— 
Nigeria’s military are taking their time in the inquiry 
into a coup attempt, but if charges are finally lodged the 
trial would be “quite easy”, the Defence Ministry said 
here Wednesday [29 March]. 


“We are not in a hurry,” ministry spokesman General 
Fred Chijuka told AFP when asked whether the inquiry 
panel had finished questioning the 29 suspects arrested 
in connection with the recent attempt to overthrow 
General Sani Abacha. “That justice be done is more 
important than the people being held. We are taking 
serious pains to make sure that once the job of the 
inquiry is through, the other one—the actual trial—if 
anybody is going to be tried, will be quite easy,” he 
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added. The trial would not be long “‘because all the facts 
would have been stated”, General Chijuka also said. 


The panel interrogating the detainees is to decide which 
of them should stand trial before a special tribunal. 
Military authorities have so far refused to disclose who 
the panel members are, where they meet or how many of 
the suspects have been questioned. Last March 10, they 
confirmed that 29 military officers and civilians had 
been arrested in connection with the failed coup attempt. 


Recommendation on Capital Administration 
Adopted 

AB2903 184895 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The administrative and execu- 
tive powers over the Federal Capital Territory will 
continue to be vested on the president and the legislative 
power (?with) the National Assembly. The recommenda- 
tion, which was adopted by the constitutional conference 
at its sitting today, was contained in a report of a special 
committee established to come up with a consensus on 
the matter following a deadlock on the issue last week. 
The committee recommended that the position of may- 
oralty to cover only the municipal area council of the 
four area councils in the Territory as provided in the 
draft Constitution be abolished completely. Instead, a 
24-area council should have an elected chairman and 
council members operating independently. 


lem To Supply Neighbors With Natural 
as 


AB2803 124095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 28 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government plans 
to extend the country’s gas pipelines from Lagos to three 
countries in the West African subregion to improve their 
electricity generation. The countries are Ghana, Togo, 
and Benin Republic. To this end, the government is 
holding consultations with some private investors for 
participation in the program. The director general in the 
Ministry of Petroleum Resources, Alhaji Abdullahi 
Husain, stated this while addressing delegates to the 
sub-Saharan oil and mineral conference in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. He said the measure was part of 
efforts by government to d<velop its vast natural gas 
(2growth) to reduce the volv me of gas being flared. Alhaji 
Abdullahi stated that government was designing a new 
national gas policy aimed at ensuring active participa- 
tion of private investors in gas development. 


Sierra Leone 


Freetown ‘Tense’ Following Rebel Threats 


AB2803121295 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 28 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 
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{FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leonean capital, 
Freetown, is said to be tense this morning following 
renewed speculation that the Revolutionary United 
Front [RUF] rebels are now planning to take the city. 
Reports yesterday that the rebels were targeting an area 
known as Mile 38, just east of Freetwon, created a panic 
in neighboring villages and caused many villagers to seek 
sanctuary in Freetown. So, just how serious is the mili- 
tary situation around the capital. Last night, our 
reporter, Lansana Fofana, ventured close to Mile 38 to 
find out. Here is his report: 


(Begin Fofana recording] Last night I managed to drive 
to Waterloo, Lawnpa, (New Deal), and other small 
settlements not far away from Mile 38 which is reported 
to be the latest target of the rebels. A village close to Mile 
38 was reportedly attacked on Sunday [26 March], but 
the RUF rebels were beaten by government troops who 
announced they were in control of the area. This attack 
so close to the capital has apparently sent shockwaves 
throughout the surrounding villages, some of which have 
almost been deserted. So, after the village of (New Deal), 
I got the feeling of a real trouble zone as civilian presence 
wasn’t very much around. Even the 7,000 or so Liberian 
refugees, who are camped at Waterloo, some 18 miles 
from Freetown, felt the ripple. Many packed their 
belongings and made for the highway in readiness to flee. 
They were, however, assured of security and encouraged 
to stay on. A number of them told me they didn’t want a 
replay of the ruthless way rebels chased them out of 
camps which they had previously occupied. 


On its part, the military, which doesn’t seem to be taking 
any chances, has doubled security in the area. I drove 
through a number of roadblocks and was warned by 
security personnel not to return later than 1000 PM, 
otherwise, they said, Ill be made to sleep at the check- 
point and only be allowed into town the following 
morning. This, I understand, is what happened to all 
vehicles from that direction, and it is said to be a way of 
stopping rebel infiltrators from the entering the capital. 


Meanwhile, a defense official whom I spoke to last night 
told me on the telephone that the Army is on top of the 
situation. [end recording] 


RUF To Release Hostages ‘Unconditionally’ 


LD2903105895 Paris Radio France International in 
French 0630 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Sierra Leone, the RUF [Rev- 
olutionary United Front] rebels, led by Corporal Foday 
Sankoh, are continuing their advance towards Freetown. 
Fighting is reported to be taking place at present some 60 
km to the east of the capital. We have details from 
Chantal Lorho: 


[Lorho] Evidence of the growing fear of the regime in the 
face of pressure from the rebels can be seen in the fact 
that, according to eyewitnesses, on the morning of 28 
March at dawn, the army launched heavy artillery 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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shelling of a concentration of RUF troops in the region 
of mile 38, 60 km to the east of Freetown. No toll is 
available at present. Other clashes are reported to have 
been continuing since 25 March in the region of Ken- 
ema, 240 km to the east of Freetown, and in the region of 
Moyamba, 100 km to the south. According to various 
tolls gathered together by AFP at least 34 rebels and four 
civilians have been killed. The government forces have 
not reported any losses. 


As for the !0 westerners abducted between 7 November 
and 20 January, who are still in the hands of the rebels, 
they will shortly be released unconditionally, the RUF 
has announced. Until now the RUF had been calling on 
Great Britain to cease its military aid to the junta of 
Valentine Strasser in exchange for any release of hos- 
tages. London has always denied the existence of any 
such aid. The rebels, without withdrawing their accusa- 
tions, have relinquished their demands, for humani- 
tarian reasons, they say. 


Life Returns to ‘Normalcy’ in Kailahun, Kenema 


AB3003 121395 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The four-year rebellion has 
escalated to the point where even the people living in the 
capital, Freetown, are feeling the physical pinch. None- 
theless, parts of Kailahun and Kenema Districts, where 
the elusive Corporal Foday Sankoh’s rebellion began, 
now enjoy relative quiet with residents going about their 
normal lives. That is what Al Hassan Sillah found during 
a recent visit. Here is his report: 


[Begin Sillah recording] Four years since Foday Sankoh 
and his Revolutionary United Front [RUF] launched the 
rebellion from the far eastern part of the country, a lot of 
stormy waters have flowed under the bridge. There have 
been massive loss of lives, wanton destruction of prop- 
erty, and a rather bizarre twist to the [word indistinct] to 
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such campaigns in the continent. But, after four years of 
sometimes bloody and senseless warfare between Foday 
Sankoh’s RUF rebels and Sierra Leone Government 
forces that has seen even the capital, Freetown, getting a 
taste of this bitter conflict in recent days, I was struck by 
the irony that has seen areas of Kailahun and Kenema 
Districts, where the rebellion has its roots, now in 
relative normalcy during my recent trip to these areas. In 
areas of Kailahun District, for instance, where the rebel- 
lion was actually launched, I was amazed at the overall 
degree of normalcy now in existence in the area. 


In Kailahun Town—and other key towns in the district 
like Pendembu, Dia, and (Taiwala)—schools, clinics, 
and health centers have been reactivated and are now 
fully operational. Farming and other produce activity 
have also begun to gather pace, and farmers are at the 
moment clearing their fields for the start of another 
planting season after a recent successful harvest. Many 
people have returned to these settlements, and the fan- 
tastic [words indistinct] program, sponsored by both the 
Red Cross and the military, is encouraging more 
returnees. I was told by the medical officer in charge of 
one of these well stocked centers that the idea of the 
reactivation of these centers is to help returnees gain 
improved health at minimal cost. A produce farmer told 
me that he and his people will continue to stay in the area 
as long as they continue to get the support of the military. 
On their part, a senior military officer told me that the 
area continues to be safe as the people’s cooperation has 
helped bolster the morale of the Army tremendously. 


My trip to the diamond region of Tongo Field in 
Kenema District, which was overrun and controlled by 
the RUF rebels in early 1994, revealed a mass of over 
300,000 people, who have returned to the area mostly 
engaged in diamond mining activities. Although no 
other arm of government machinery is yet in place, the 
Army, which remains in total control of things, appears 
determined to maintain sanity in the area. There is 
enough foodstuff available in the main market just as 
prices come a little high. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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